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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Erin Auzins

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0311
	Date:
	October 29, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0311 would modify development permit fees for 2026 and 2027. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0311 would modify development permit fees in Title 27 of the King County Code (K.C.C.), which governs fees charged for development permits and approvals. The Executive proposes to increase permit fees by 11.8%, plus a 3.6% surcharge for the biennium for replacing the Permitting Division's permit tracking software, to propose new fees, and to modify and clarify several permit fee categories.

BACKGROUND 

The Permitting Division of the Department of Local Services is primarily funded through permitting fee revenues. Fees are established for each type of development permit, from preapplication through final inspection.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0311 would raise permitting fees by 11.8% for 2026-2027.  Table 1 shows the breakdown of the fee increase with the revenue projection for each portion of the increase.



Table 1. 2026-2027 Proposed Fee Breakdown

	Description of Increase
	Projected New Revenue
	% of the increase

	Central Rates (including additions to the Cost Allocation for Local Services Administration)
	$2,519,000 
	7.50%

	Labor Costs, Geneal Wage Increase
	$1,193,000 
	3.50%

	Supplies/Services
	$249,000 
	0.70%

	KCIT Charges
	$36,000 
	0.10%

	2026-2027 Projected Fee Revenue with Fee Increase
	$3,997,000 
	11.80%

	Increases from new Application Screening Fee
	$1,000,000 
	n/a

	Contributions from surcharge for IT project
	$1,208,000 
	3.60%

	2026-2027 Revenue with Surcharge and Application Screening Fee
	$6,169,000 
	15.40%



Other changes in the Proposed Ordinance include:

· As noted in Table 1, a new application screening fee is proposed. 
· New permit application fees for the Historic Preservation Program and River and Flood Management programs of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks for 2026-2027

Permit fee increases have coincided with the County's budgets. Table 2 shows the history of permit fee increases since 2015.

Table 2. Percentage of Permanent and Temporary Fee Increases by Biennium

	Budget
	Permanent
	Temporary

	2026-2027
	11.8%
	3.6%

	2025
	49.0%
	0%

	2023-2024
	13.7%
	2.5%

	2021-2022
	2.4%
	0%

	2019-2020
	6.2%
	0%

	2017-2018
	14.4%
	1.7%

	2015-2016
	4.3%
	4.8%



AMENDMENT

A technical amendment will be required to correct drafting errors.  Councilmembers continue to work on amendment concepts and budget proposals, as discussed in panel earlier in the budget process.

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2025-0311
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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