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SUBJECT

A MOTION supporting the creation of cultural access funds, which would increase access to scientific, cultural, artistic and heritage experiences throughout Washington state and the Puget Sound region.
ANALYSIS

Motion 2009-0062 states that King County recognizes the benefits that individuals and communities derive from access to cultural experiences (zoos, aquariums, museums, etc.), and the contributions made by cultural organizations in the region and state.  The motion also states that King County supports the Prosperity Partnership Cultural Taskforce in its effort to encourage the state legislature to pass authorizing legislation to allow the creation of publicly funded cultural access funds.  

The Prosperity Partnership, which is comprised of government, business, labor and community leaders from King, Kitsap, Pierce and Snohomish counties, is dedicated to developing and implementing a common economic strategy.  The Prosperity Partnership Cultural Taskforce is advocating for the state to authorize single or multi-county regions to create cultural access fund districts, which would raise and distribute public funds to scientific and cultural organizations.  Funding would be generated by a voter approved sales tax increment.  The funds would benefit three categories:  existing regional and community organizations, emerging community organizations, and unique projects of regional significance.  

The taskforce also proposes that appropriations to regional organizations receiving these funds would be capped at 15 percent of their operating budget; all organizations receiving funds would be subject to an annual audit or financial review; the cultural access fund would be overseen by a Board of Directors, appointed by local governments involved with the formation of the district; and funding could not be used to replace grants and private donations.  In addition, the fund would sunset after seven years unless reauthorized by the state legislature or a public vote.
If approved by the state legislature, counties would subsequently decide whether to establish a cultural access fund.  The sales tax increment would then be put to a public vote.

Motion 2009-0062 would simply acknowledge the county’s support of the taskforce’s efforts to pass state legislation authorizing creation of cultural access funds.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2009-0062
INVITED

· Deborah Jensen, President and CEO, Woodland Park Zoo (Co-Chair, Prosperity 







Partnership Cultural Task Force)
· Chris Ackerley, Chair, Pacific Science Center Board of Directors

· Maggie Walker, Vice President, Seattle Art Museum Board of Trustees

· John Taylor, Cocker Fennessy

PAGE  

1
2009-0062 sr cultural access funds motion ws.doc

