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Legislative Update
February 16, 2012
While the legislature dealt with almost $500 million in cuts during the December 2011 special session, they left the bulk of the budget for the 2012 legislative session.  Thus far, policy issues have dominated the legislative session without expectation to see budget proposals prior to today’s revenue forecast.  Budgets are expected to be released next week.
State Revenue Forecast
The Economic and Revenue Forecast Council met this morning and adopted a revised General Fund-State revenue forecast.  The Washington economy is recovering about as expected in the November forecast, meaning that there is no significant alteration to the previous forecast.  This is good news, with today’s forecast showing an increase of $95.7 million above the November forecast.
 

State Budget

Thank you to the members of the King County Board of Health who have continued to talk with legislators about Maternity Support Services and core public health funding, as well as preservation of the safety net.  New information about the vulnerability of state funding (core public health funding) for local public health departments is very concerning.  We understand there may be a proposal to eliminate all core state funding for local public health departments, and it is possible this could be associated with new taxing authority for counties, meaning counties could choose to fund public health.  We are working with statewide public health partners to convey grave concerns on this issue.
State Legislative Session

Public Health has been tracking and commenting on a number of policy bills.  While many bills did not survive this week’s house of origin cutoff, there is progress being made on bills related to the implementation of the Exchange.  Public Health is also supporting two bills that intersect the issues of health and transportation.  HB 1217, which allows cities to lower speed limits on non-arterial roads in business and residential districts, passed the House and has a hearing in Senate Transportation today.  HB 2370, which adds health to the state transportation planning goals, passed the House and we are anticipating a Senate hearing.  
Federal Budget & Policy
President Obama's FY13 budget includes a $4 billion cut to the Prevention and Public Health Fund (the Fund) over the next 10 years.  We are concerned by ongoing efforts to diminish the Fund, which is the largest investment in prevention in our nation's history.  Even more troubling, the cut to the Fund would be used to backfill cuts to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)—with the President's FY13 budget cutting an additional $664 million from the CDC (equating to about a 10% cut).
With today’s announcement of a deal on payroll tax cuts, we learned that $5 billion of the Prevention and Public Health Fund will be used as an offset for the Medicare "doc fix" (adjustments to the Sustainable Growth Rate).  We are very concerned about this cut and other efforts to deplete this very important Fund.
On the policy front, we are monitoring developments related to the Transportation Reauthorization, especially regarding the inclusion of non-motorized funding.
