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King County




Office of Risk Management Services
Department of Executive Services

King Street Center
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 320
Seattle, WA 98104

206-263-2250 Fax 206-296-0949

TTY Relay: 711

December 30, 2021

The Honorable Claudia Balducci, Chair 
King County Council

516 Third Ave, Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

RE:  Quarterly Report of Closed Claims with Indemnity Payments of $100,000 or More

Dear Councilmember Balducci:

I am pleased to transmit the quarterly report for the fourth quarter of 2021 summarizing claims that closed with an indemnity payment in the amount of $100,000 or more. This report is transmitted pursuant to Ordinance 16913 adopted on August 27, 2010, which established a quarterly reporting requirement for the King County Risk Manager. This report describes the fourteen claims that resolved from October 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 with an indemnity payment of $100,000 or more.

Claimant:  
Musse, Abdiwali A



Indemnity Payment: $1,250,000

Date of Loss:
11/01/2015




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
11/18/2021




On November 1, 2015, Mr. Musse was assaulted by another inmate while inside the King County Jail. Mr. Musse had been booked for Driving Under the Influence. Mr. Anderson, the inmate who assaulted Mr. Musse, was arrested for misdemeanor assault earlier that evening but was declined and sent to Harborview Medical Center for treatment of minor injuries.  While at Harborview, Mr. Anderson claimed to have been on a 30-day meth fueled rampage and appeared to be mentally impaired. This information was included in the medical records that were sent back to the King County Jail with Mr. Anderson. When Mr. Anderson returned to the jail, he went through the medical screening process and responded appropriately to questions asked. The evaluating nurse determined that Mr. Anderson could be housed in general population, where he proceeded to assault Mr. Musse. The case was resolved for $1,250,000.

Claimant:  
Davis, Renee Lorai



Indemnity Payment: $1,500,000

Date of Loss:
10/21/2016




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
10/21/2021




On October 21, 2016, 23-year-old Renee Davis, who was five months pregnant, was shot and killed by King County Sheriff’s Office deputies during a welfare check in her home on the Muckleshoot Indian Reservation. Deputies responded to the home after receiving information that Ms. Davis was suicidal. The deputies saw two children in the house but no sign of Ms. Davis. The deputies asked the children to open the door and the location of Ms. Davis. The children pointed to a room, and deputies knocked on the door but got no response. They moved the children to the porch, entered the room, and found Ms. Davis lying on a bed under a blanket. They asked her to show her hands, but she did not. A deputy pulled off the blanket and found Ms. Davis holding a handgun and a gun magazine. The deputies ordered her to put the weapon down, but she pointed it at them and they fired. It was then learned that the gun Ms. Davis pointed was not loaded. Medics responded and Ms. Davis was pronounced dead at the scene. The case was resolved for $1,500,000.

Claimant: 
Singh, Balwinder



Indemnity Payment: $552,950

Date of Loss:
01/01/2017




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
10/21/2021




King County Rail Operations Chief Balwinder Singh asserted claims of discrimination based on national origin, ethnicity, and race, as well as retaliation arising out of his unsuccessful applications for several promotional opportunities at the King County Metro Rail Division. In each instance, Mr. Singh advanced to the interview stage, but the interview panel selected another candidate for the position. Mr. Singh also alleges that a short-term assignment Mr. Singh received as Base Chief was terminated after he raised concerns about how some overtime was calculated and due to discrimination. Mr. Singh alleged that he suffered from discrimination and retaliation in his efforts to obtain promotions and short-term opportunities. The case was resolved for $552,950.
Claimant:
Clinard, Michael Travis


Indemnity Payment: $750,000

Date of Loss:
07/03/2017




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
12/10/2021



On July 3, 2017, Michael Clinard committed suicide in the King County Jail. Mr. Clinard was a 38-year-old photographer with three children under the age of six. He was booked into the King County Jail on June 12, 2017 for violating a restraining order. He had known psychiatric conditions and was on several psychiatric medications. He denied being suicidal, presented reasonably well at his June 12th booking, and was placed in the Jail’s general population. Mr. Clinard had made suicidal statements in court earlier that day and the court ordered a psychiatric evaluation before his release from the jail.  His suicidal outburst was relayed to Jail personnel at the time of booking but was not entered into Mr. Clinard’s medical chart. The case was resolved for $750,000.

Claimant:  
McGinty, Margaret C.



Indemnity Payment: $275,000

Date of Loss:
11/14/2017




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
10/08/2021
On the afternoon of November 14, 2017, criminal defense attorney Margaret McGinty 

appeared in King County Superior Court on a sentencing matter. The court clerk called McGinty up to the bench to schedule a hearing. McGinty walked over the bench carrying her laptop computer in front of her, holding it with both hands. As she neared the bench, McGinty tripped over a cord protector extending from a counsel table to the bench and fell onto her left shoulder, sustaining multiple shoulder fractures. She has had two surgeries and significant physical therapy related to this matter. The case was resolved for $275,000.

Claimant: 
Estate of Chad Spieker


Indemnity Payment: $450,000

Date of Loss:
01/01/2019




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
10/19/2021




Chad Spieker, a wheelchair passenger, boarded a bus on January 1, 2019. He positioned his wheelchair in the disabled section of the bus behind the bus driver. The driver used only one strap to secure the wheelchair. When the bus turned left, Mr. Spieker’s wheelchair fell over and he was thrown to the floor. Mr. Spieker was taken to the emergency room by ambulance and diagnosed with a fractured femur in his left leg that required surgery. Following surgery, Mr. Spieker remained in a rehab facility until his discharge on January 31, 2019. Mr. Spieker was a disabled, homeless veteran and his right leg has already been amputated. The accident-related injury to his left leg was a considerable hardship as he had increased difficulty with mobility and daily living activities. The case was resolved for $450,000.
Claimant:
Markham, Cheryl L.



Indemnity Payment: $100,000

Date of Loss:
01/31/2019




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
12/18/2021




Ms. Markham worked for the King County Department of Community and Human Services for over eighteen years until she was laid off during 2019. She alleges she was paid less than others based on her gender. The case was resolved for $100,000. 

Claimant:
Kipersztok, Moshe



Indemnity Payment: $110,000

Date of Loss:
10/17/2019




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
11/24/2021




On October 17, 2019, a Metro Vanpool van was operating eastbound in the right lane on State Route 520. Mr. Kipersztok was also eastbound on State Route 520 in the middle lane. The Vanpool van changed lanes to the middle lane, striking Mr. Kipersztok’s vehicle, which was then pushed into a third car. The Washington State Patrol cited the Vanpool driver for improper lane change. Mr. Kipersztok suffered an injured shoulder as a result of the collision. The case was resolved for $110,000. 

Claimant: 
Estate of Delbert Nyle Kinghorn

Indemnity Payment: $1,800,000
Date of Loss:
12/30/2019




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
12/02/2021


On December 30, 2019, Mr. Kinghorn drove his truck to the King County Houghton Transfer Station, located in Kirkland. He entered the commercial side of the facility in his dump truck with a tarp covering a load in the back. Mr. Kinghorn backed up toward the pit opening but parked past the safe point into a fall hazard area known as the red zone. The sole Transfer Station Operator on the floor did not see or correct his truck placement. While Mr. Kinghorn was untying his tarp, he slipped and fell into the empty trailer below. He was transported by ambulance to the hospital where he died two days later. The case was resolved for $1,800,000.
Claimant:  
Summers, Donald



Indemnity Payment: $500,000

Date of Loss:
03/03/2020




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
12/02/2021




On March 3, 2020, Mr. Summers was struck by a bus while riding his bike in a crosswalk northbound on Sixth Avenue in downtown Seattle. As he crossed Marion Street in the crosswalk, he was hit by a bus traveling eastbound on Marion Street. He suffered a closed head injury with concussion and cervical neck strain. His soft tissue injuries were treated with chiropractic care, but he continued to experience headaches, dizziness, brain fog, nausea and balance issues. The case was resolved for $500,000. 

Claimant:
Bouie, Kerrie




Indemnity Payment: $100,000

Date of Loss:
08/01/2020




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
10/22/2021




Ms. Bouie is an employee of King County Metro, who states she suffered sexual harassment and retaliation in the workplace. Ms. Bouie alleged that a supervisor in Metro Transit touched her inappropriately, refused to wear his face mask properly, and that the County was negligent in retaining him. Ms. Bouie also claimed the supervisor misused his power. The case was resolved for $100,000. 

Claimant:
Calabrese, Gabriella



Indemnity Payment: $100,000

Date of Loss:
11/06/2020




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
10/15/20221
Ms. Calabrese was an employee of Pro Flight Aviation in Renton, where the King County Sheriff’s Office houses their helicopters. While working at the front desk, Ms. Calabrese was approached by an on-duty sheriff’s deputy who appeared to be under the influence of alcohol.  The deputy made inappropriate comments to Ms. Calabrese and had, apparently, unintentional physical contact with her. Ms. Calabrese filed a claim for assault with sexual motivation against King County. The case was resolved for $100,000. 

Claimant:
Collins, Felicia



Indemnity Payment: $202,300
Date of Loss:
01/01/2021




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
12/17/2021
Ms. Collins was a full-time Metro operator who experienced years of sexual harassment by former Metro dispatcher Gino Durante. The harassment included unwanted kissing, hugging, and exposing himself to Ms. Collins. Based on an investigation, Metro determined that several female operators had been sexually harassed by Mr. Durante. Mr. Durante was placed on administrative leave on June 17, 2019 and he resigned on September 18, 2019 in lieu of termination. The case was resolved for $202,300. 

Claimant:  
Williams, Charteau



Indemnity Payment: $202,300
Date of Loss:
01/01/2021




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
12/17/2021
Ms. Williams is a Metro operator who experienced years of sexual harassment by former Metro dispatcher Gino Durante. Ms. Williams also reported retaliation by management after an investigation into Mr. Durante’s behavior was completed. The investigation determined that several female operators had been sexually harassed by Mr. Durante. Mr. Durante was placed on administrative leave on June 17, 2019 and he resigned on September 18, 2019 in lieu of termination. Ms. Williams has experienced significant anxiety and stress as a result of Mr. Durante’s inappropriate behavior and her feelings of a lack of support from management. The case was resolved for $202,300. 

I would be happy to answer any questions or provide a briefing for the Council on these claims at your convenience. 
Sincerely,


Jennifer Hills, ARM-P, CRM

Director, Office of Risk Management Services
cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Janine Weihe, Acting Chief of Staff




  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council

Shannon Braddock, Chief of Staff, Office of the Executive 

Karan Gill, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Executive 
Mina Hashemi, Director, Council Relations, Office of the Executive
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive

    Services (DES)

Jennifer Hills, Director, Office of Risk Management, DES

Susie Slonecker, Chief Civil Deputy, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO)

Jessica Kozma, Litigation Section Head, PAO

Kymber Waltmunson, King County Auditor
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