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March 23, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
I am pleased to transmit to you an ordinance authorizing the County to enter into an interlocal agreement creating the Vashon Island Emergency Management Area.  This interlocal agreement addresses the issue of temporary cessation of County services (emergency management, roads, law enforcement, and parks) on Vashon Island, due to a catastrophic event, and how Vashon Island special purpose districts, County department representatives on the island, and selected Vashon Island volunteers can provide unified response.  The initial signatories are Fire District 13, Vashon Island School District, and Water District 19.  The interlocal agreement will create the “Vashon Island Emergency Management Area” and will provide the legal framework for those public sector organizations on the island to provide short term disaster response by staffing and operating a community emergency operations center, activating the community’s emergency management plan, and designating the fire chief as incident commander.

Historically, King County has supported a similar initiative in 1998 that has proved successful at Maple Valley, using the Tahoma School District as the ‘footprint’ for the emergency management area.

Eric Holdeman, Manager of the Office of Emergency Management, at (206) 205-4060 is available to answer questions and provide briefings if desired.  Thank you for your continued support as we prepare the region to respond effectively to disasters.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


Eric E. Holdeman, Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES 

