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2006-0407

METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF HEARING
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2006-0407
            NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington) on Monday, the 19th day of November 2007 at 1:30 PM.  The purpose of this public hearing is to consider adoption of Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2006-0407 relating to proposed code revisions implementing recommendations of the 2005 Rural Economic Strategies Report intended to promote agriculture and forestry.

             King County encourages public comment on Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2006-0407.  You may wish to present oral testimony at the November 19th public hearing.  Testimony is limited to three minutes per speaker and you may provide written copies for the Councilmembers’ review.  Please provide 20 copies of any written material you wish to submit.  The chamber is equipped with an audio/visual system capable of displaying 35mm slides, VHS tapes, overheads, and computer displays.  Audio/visual presentations are included in the 3-minute timeframe.  Testimony sign-up will take place in the lobby outside the Council Chambers before the beginning of the meeting on November 19th.  Please call the Metropolitan King County Council offices at (206) 296-1000 if you need directions to the Courthouse.  You may also mail or fax comments to Councilmembers.  The address for the Council is King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue #1200 Seattle Washington 98104.  The Council fax number is (206) 296-0198.

The complete text of Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2006-0407 is available in the Council Clerk’s office, Room 1039, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington.  A copy of the ordinance will be mailed to you upon your request to the Clerk at (206) 296-1020.  

 SUMMARY
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2006-0407 would adopt revisions focused upon providing flexibility and incentives for farming and forest management interests, as follows: 

· Retail Nurseries - A separate category for retail nurseries is created and they would be allowed either as a permitted or a conditional use in the rural zones with the retail sales area limits (2,000 square feet and 3,500 square feet, respectively), as well as, minimum lot size limits.  

· Agricultural Product Sales - The floor area devoted to sales of agricultural products would be allowed consistent with the size limits for retail nurseries.  

· Manufacturing of Food and Kindred Products - The floor area devoted to agricultural processing would be allowed up to 3,500 square feet, as a permitted use and 5,000 square feet with a conditional use permit.  The minimum lot size for such activity is 4.5 acres and on  agriculture zoned properties 35 acres or larger, the floor area limit is increased to 7,000 square feet.  

· Wineries and Breweries - Provisions relating to wineries and breweries would be amended to be in line with the manufacturing requirements for other agricultural products.

NOTE:  Production and sales area limits do not apply if the activity takes place in a King County designated historic building.  

· Farmworker Housing - The number farm worker housing units (currently 2) would be increased based on the size of the farm and the requirement that the farmer also live on the farm is eliminated.
· Forestry Thinning - Forest thinning would be within aquatic areas, wetlands, steep slopes and in wildlife areas without imposing a six-year moratorium on development, provided the thinning is consistent with a conversion option harvest plan or a county approved forest management plan.  
 Dated at Seattle, Washington, this 17th day of October, 2007.
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