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	Service Area 
The Southwest Suburban Sewer District (District) is in western King County, bordering the southern municipal limits of Seattle. The District’s service area includes:
•	City of Seattle (small area)
•	City of Burien (majority)
•	City of Normandy Park (majority)
•	City of Des Moines (small area)
•	City of SeaTac (small area)
•	Unincorporated King County (White Center)
The District’s service area totals approximately 15.5 square miles. The District service area is generally defined on the north by the City of Seattle, on the east by the City of SeaTac, on the south by the City of Des Moines, and on the west by Puget Sound. In 2021, the District provided sewer service to approximately 59,298 people.
Sewer System
The District’s infrastructure includes approximately:
•	3 miles of force mains
•	200 miles of gravity sewer
•	140 miles of sewer stubs
The District also maintains and operates 11 active lift stations and two wastewater treatment facilities.
Land Use
Single-family residential uses make up the predominant land use within the District, representing approximately 42 percent of the area. The District further serves multi-family, mixed use, and supporting commercial, industrial, and civic uses.
System Deficiencies or Capacity Limitations
Analysis of the sewer system identified surcharging in pipe sections in some instances when discharged to lift station wet wells. Both wastewater treatment facilities need improvements to meet capacity and/or nutrient related treatment requirements.
Capital Improvements Plan
The District has identified approximately $88 million in capital facility projects through the year 2050. Near term projects (2024 – 2028) total $34.65 million and address wastewater treatment facility improvements, infiltration, and inflow (I/I) reduction projects, and sewer main capacity improvements. Mid-term projects (2029 – 2041) total $28 million and address conveyance and lift station improvements and I/I reduction projects. Long-term projects (2042 – 2050) total $25.4 million and continue to address conveyance and lift station improvement and I/I reduction projects.
Reclaimed Water
The District does not currently provide or plan to provide reclaimed water. The Plan does acknowledge the possible uses for reclaimed water, such as irrigation, groundwater recharge, and supplemental stream flow or wetland improvements. The Plan also summarizes the type of infrastructure upgrades and necessary treatment to meet acceptable standards for reusable water.

SEPA
The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act checklist and subsequently issued a Determination of Nonsignificance for the issuance of the plan on June 22, 2024; there were no appeals.




	A review of the specific statutes, rules, codes, and policies to the water system plan is as follows:

	King County Code/Policies
	Comments/findings

	A. General and sewer plan-specific requirements of King County Code (KCC) 13.24.010

	(1)
	Review and approval by the King County Council is applicable to public or private 
entities that provide sewer collection or treatment in unincorporated areas of King County as required by KCC ch. 13.24
	· The District’s sewer service area extends into unincorporated King County.

	(2)
	The Plan shall be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and development regulations and policies.
	· Population, employment, and land use data is from the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC), as well as the jurisdictions within which the District operates. It is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.

	(3)
	The Plan shall be adopted by that entity and approved by the King County Council as a prerequisite for the following:
· Operating in unincorporated King County;
· Approval of annexation proposals;
· Granting of new right-of-way franchises and right-of-way franchise renewals; , and
· Approval of right-of-way construction permits, except for emergency permits issued under KCC 14.44.055.
	· The Southwest Suburban Sewer District Board of Commissioners adopted the General Sewer Plan Update on July 16, 2024 through Resolution No. 24-07-02.
· The District’s service area does extend into unincorporated King County.

	(4)
	Plans should be submitted every six years or sooner if required by the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE), or whenever sewer conditions have changed significantly within sewer service area.
	· The District's last wastewater plan (2006 Comprehensive Sewer System Plan Update) was approved by the King County Council on September 17, 2009, through King County Ordinance 16654.

	(5)
	Infrastructure for existing and future service areas based on adopted land use map.
	· The analysis to determine potential future infrastructure improvements is based on projected wastewater flows associated with projected future population and employment growth. The projected growth was generated using data from the Puget Sound Regional Council.

	(6)
	Sufficient information to demonstrate the ability to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.
	· The District updated its previous model using record drawings and data associated with new facilities constructed since the last sewer system plan update.
· District staff and consultants evaluated wastewater treatment facilities with a walk-thru survey of each facility. 

	(7)
	Consistent with Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-240-050.
	· Washington state Department of Ecology approved the Plan on August 15, 2024

	(8)
	Discuss the following:
· Existing and planned flows, average and peak;
· Existing and planned flows for any basin discharging into the County system;
· Amounts of inflow and infiltration (I/I), in comparison with County standard of 1,100 gallons per-acre-per-day (gpad) and steps being taken to reduce;
· Areas of concern regarding corrosion and odor control, and steps being taken; and
· Opportunities for reclaimed water.
	· Wastewater from the District is not discharged into the County’s wastewater system.
· Existing flow and projected flows to each of the District’s wastewater treatment facilities have been generated.
· [bookmark: _Hlk138754503]The District is planning to install four flow meters to assist in identifying additional sources of inflow and infiltration.
· The District’s Capital Improvement Program includes $1 million annual construction and rehabilitation projections to reduce inflow and infiltration. 
· The Plan addresses odor control associated with the two treatment plants. The Plan states that there is not any odor concerns or corrosion or degradation beyond typical life expectancy of infrastructure outside of planned upgrades.
· The Plan does identify opportunities for reclaimed water and discuss necessary system improvements to generate reusable water.

	B. Public Sewer Service: KCC 13.24.035

	(9)
	[bookmark: _Hlk138754785]All developments within UGA served by sewer unless on-site systems are temporarily allowed per KCC 13.24.136 and 13.08.070.
	· The Plan does reference King County Code requirement for connection to the sewer system within the Urban Growth Area (UGA). 

	(10)
	Required elements of a sewerage general plan, as called for in RCW 36.94.010(3), are included in King County Comprehensive Plan and Technical Appendix.
	· The Plan has the general locations and descriptions of treatment and disposal facilities, and a general description of the collection system to serve the service area. 
· The Plan also contains performance and design criteria in adequate detail to assure technical feasibility and, to the extent known, discusses the methods of distributing the cost and expense of the system and the economic feasibility of plan implementation.

	C. Consistency requirements: KCC 13.24.060

	(11)
	State and local health requirements.
	· Washington State Department of Ecology approved the Plan on August 15, 2024.
· The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) review process included a representative of Public Health –-  Seattle & King County.

	(12)
	Elimination or prevention of duplicate facilities and a reduction of number of entities providing sewer service in King County.
	· Southwest Suburban Sewer District is one of three sewer utilities which receives wastewater for treatment from Valley View Sewer District, reducing the Valley View Sewer District’s need for its own treatment facility.

	(13)
	Promotion of most healthful and reliable services to the public.
	· The Plan’s Operational policies and Capital Improvement Plan promote healthful and reliable services to the utility’s customers.

	[bookmark: _Hlk138754931](14)
	Provision of service at a reasonable cost, and maximization of use of public facilities.
	· The District has analyzed its rates for affordability. The District’s current rates for single-family residences are within the range of affordability.

	(15)
	Basin wide or multibasin water plans, sewerage plans, or both when approved by DOE or Washington State Department of Health. 
	· The Plan does not refer to participation with basin-wide or multi-basin water plans, or sewerage plans. 

	
(16)
	Applicable state water quality, water conservation (e.g., RCW 90.48.495), and waste management standards.
	· The Plan addresses required water quality, water conservation, and waste management standards.

	(17)
	Growth Management Act (GMA), chapter 36.70A RCW.
	· The Plan conforms to the GMA. Please refer to policy consistency below.

	(18)
	Groundwater Management Plans.
	· The Plan makes no reference to Groundwater Management Plans. 

	(19)
	Federally-approved habitat conservation plans and recovery plans under Endangered Species Act.
	· The Plan makes no reference to habitat conservation plans and recovery plans. 

	(20)
	Requirements for salmon recovery under RCW 77.85, and other plans, including regional water supply or water resource management plans.
	· The Plan makes no reference to the salmon recovery efforts within the watershed. 

	(21)
	[bookmark: _Hlk138755103]Applicable requirements to evaluate opportunities for the use of reclaimed water under chapter 90.46 RCW.
	· The Plan does identify opportunities for reclaimed water and discusses necessary system improvements to generate reusable water.

	(22)
	State Environmental Policy Act documentation.
	· The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act checklist and subsequently issued a Determination of Nonsignificance for the issuance of the plan on June 22, 2024; there were no appeals.

	COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES

	(23)
	FW-4: Support fiscal sustainability for infrastructure and services that serve rural areas.
	· The wastewater service area is surrounded by designated urban areas and is not adjacent to the rural area of unincorporated King County.

	(24)
	PF-11: Require water reuse and reclamation where feasible.
	· See #8 above.

	(25)
	DP-3 and PF-3: Coordination of capital facilities and service plans to promote efficient land use and reliable and cost-effective services.
	· The review by the UTRC and approval by the King County Council promotes coordination of capital facilities and service plans.

	(26)
	DP- 14: Adopted infrastructure plans are consistent with adopted growth targets.

	· The District’s sewer service area population and employment projections were generated using PSRC model forecasted data. 

	(27)
	DP-49, PF-1 and PF-13: Limit the extension of urban infrastructure improvements through the Rural Area.
	· The wastewater service area is surrounded by designated urban areas and not adjacent to the rural area of unincorporated King County.

	(28)
	PF-12: With few exceptions, require development with the UGA to be served by public sewer.
	· See #9 above.

	KING COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN POLICIES

	(29)
	F-101 and F04: Forging partnerships in identifying appropriate service providers and coordinate planning efforts. 
	· The review and adoption of the Plan demonstrates partnership and coordination efforts.
· The District is evaluating options and a timeline for negotiating a short-term service agreement with the City of Seattle for treatment of some of its wastewater.

	(30)
	F-107 and F-209: Plan for provision of services to rural areas.
	· See # 27 above.

	(31)
	F-201 and F-210: Water and sewer utilities that provide services to unincorporated King County shall prepare capital facility plans consistent with requirements of the GMA and King County Comprehensive Plan.
	· The Plan is consistent with the GMA and King County Comprehensive Plan as it limits service to within the designated urban area and derives the District’s projected growth from PSRC forecast datasets.

	(32)
	F-255: All development within UGA to be served by public sewers, with some exceptions.
	· See #9. Above.

	(33)
	F-256: King County and sewer utilities should jointly plan for phasing out of on-site systems within UGA.
	· The District does not have a proactive strategy to connect the existing properties utilizing on-site septic systems to its sewer system. 
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