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King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:                 
6

DATE: 
December 5, 2008
PROPOSED ORDINANCE   2008-0623
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to execute an interlocal agreement between King County and the Department of Corrections/Washington Corrections Center for Women - Purdy, for prisoner transport services.
SUMMARY: The King County Sheriff’s Office provides law enforcement services to unincorporated King County and, through contracts, to cities, Metro Transit, the King County Airport, Indian Tribes, the King County Housing Authority, the federal government, and school districts.  The sheriff also contracts with cities, and other agencies, for specialized police services including specialized patrols and targeted law enforcement.  These contracts for police service enhancements recover the full costs of providing the services.

This proposed Ordinance, will allow the Sheriff’s Office to continue an agreement with the Washington State Department of Corrections (Washington Corrections Center for Women located in Purdy).  The Washington State Department of Corrections is responsible for the transportation of any inmates who are under their supervision.  However, the state determined that it had insufficient equipment and staff to handle the transportation of an ever-increasing number of female inmates.  Since 1975, the King County Sheriff’s Office and other agencies have moved these inmates on the cooperative shuttle system.  

The association that governs the cooperative shuttle system notified the state early in 2007 that its services would be discontinued effective June 30, 2007, and that state would be responsible for transporting prisoners and/or entering into agreements with agencies willing to provide service.  In 2007, the council adopted Ordinance 15901 that continued transportation services for the duration of July 1, 2007 through July 1, 2008.

This proposed Ordinance would allow for a contract renewal that continues services effective July 1, 2008 and allows for an annual self-renewal until state Department of Corrections is able to add sufficient staff and equipment to provide prisoner transport services.  The sheriff’s office has the capacity to handle these transports and will continue to use existing equipment and staff to provide these services along existing transportation routes.  This agreement will not require any additional FTEs or equipment expenses, and covers the associated costs which are estimated at about $35,000 annually, which are totally recoverable by King County.

ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal
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