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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	13
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0125
	Date:
	September 10, 2002

	Attending:
	Bruce Bennett, Chair, King County Utilities Technical Review Committee


SUBJECT: PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2002-0125 which would repeal sections of King County Code regulating local sewer systems that are no longer relevant, and to update sections of King County Code to reflect that King County no longer owns and operates local sewers.

BACKGROUND:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0125 is a “housekeeping” ordinance that would repeal five chapters of Title 13 that are out of date and no longer relevant.  It would also amend several other codes sections to update references to on-site sewer systems and reflect the repeal of the five chapters of Title 13.

Prior to 1985, King County owned or regulated local sewer and on-site wastewater treatment and disposal systems.  The county also collected fees in connection with local sewer systems.  King County Chapters 13.04, 13.08, 13.12, 13.16 and 13.20 regulated the design, construction, maintenance and operation of King County’s local sewers.

Over time the county transferred all local sewer system facilities and responsibilities to municipalities or utility districts.  The last transfer of local sewer facilities occurred in 1985.  Even though the county no longer regulates or owns local sewers, the King County Code regulating these systems was never repealed. 
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0125 would repeal Chapters 13.04, 13.08, 13.12., 13.15 and 13.20.  Since the county does not have any local sewer collection systems, these code sections are no longer necessary.   The regulation of the county’s regional sewer system is done through Chapter 28.82 of the King County Code and through agreements with cities and utility districts.  Even in the very limited number of cases where individual entities tie directly into a county interceptor or other facility, that entity is a customer of the city or utility district, not the county.  
In addition to repealing out-of-date and irrelevant chapters of Title 13, Proposed Ordinance 2002-0125 would make changes to K.C.C. 8.60 and 20.20.  These code sections regulate disclosures required when selling real estate and reports required when applying for land use permits.  The changes being made reflect that on-site sewer systems are regulated by the department of health; that percolation tests are no longer the common test for determining the suitability or space requirements for on-site sewer systems; and to change references to the chapters in Title 13 being repealed.  
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0125.
2. Executive Transmittal Letter dated March 11, 2002.

3. Fiscal Note.
4. Copies of King County Code Chapters 13. 04, 13.08, 13.12, 13.16 and 13.20.
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