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August 22, 2016 


The Honorable Joe McDermott 
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott: 

This letter transmits an ordinance that would fund the immediate replacement of the existing electrical distribution system of the King County Courthouse (KCCH) based on the findings from an independent consultant, Clark Design Group, PLLC, that the electrical distribution system “poses a very high life safety risk to anyone performing maintenance operations and to building occupants.” In light of this urgent situation, it is critical to move ahead as quickly as possible. I am therefore transmitting a proposed emergency ordinance to fund the accelerated construction for the KCCH electrical distribution system replacement.

The enclosed emergency response ordinance and Determination of Emergency will allow King County to quickly and appropriately respond to this matter. It is my intention to contract for this important time sensitive work on an emergency basis.

The most critical component at risk is the electrical distribution system of the building. This consists of electrical bus ducts which include two separate vertical distribution systems. These bus ducts, which run the entire height of the building, have been in operation more than twice the useful life that has been specified by the manufacturer. Although there is no imminent danger, the consultants determined there is a low probability of a catastrophic failure that could cause extensive damage.

A capital project with a proposed budget greater than $10 million is subject to a two-step process to determine whether it will be subject to mandatory phased appropriation (MPA) requirements associated with project risk. To expedite the MPA determination process I am exercising the authority granted to the Executive in KCC 4A.130.020 to immediately designate this project as an MPA project. Though a declaration of emergency exempts this project from separate appropriation for each phase, there is value in designating this as an MPA project to ensure quarterly reporting of the 2017 project construction phase and to provide the applicable project data. The data will be provided according to a schedule developed in consultation with the Joint Advisory Group. The data and schedule will be transmitted to the County Council by the end of September 2016.

This legislation furthers the King County Strategic Plan guiding principle of aligning  funding, policy and operational goals of King County government and the goal of ensuring that County government operates efficiently and effectively and is accountable to the public

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Anthony Wright, Director, Facilities Management Division at 206-477-9352.


Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff
			  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
	Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office	
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services 
   (DES)
Anthony Wright, Director, Facilities Management Division (FMD), DES
Jim Burt, Manager, Major Projects Unit, FMD, DES
