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Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2013-0022

	Date:
	January 29, 2013


SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2013-0022 would confirm Mary McCormick to the Landmarks Commission to fill the historic preservationist position. 

BACKGROUND

In 1980, King County established the Landmarks Commission to ensure preservation of the region’s historic places, material culture and traditions for future generations.

The nine-member citizen commission is comprised of volunteers with a broad set of expertise in areas such as architecture, art, land use, historic preservation, archaeology, education and history.  No more than four members may reside within any one municipal jurisdiction.

Commissioners are responsible for the designation and regulation of landmark properties, representation of suburban cities with interlocal agreements with King County, and advising the Executive and Council on King County landmarks issues.  The Landmarks Commission promotes and protects historically significant sites by providing technical assistance to owners of historic buildings, community organizations and local public agencies.  Additional responsibilities include oversight of cultural facilities, educational programs, special projects and sustained support programs that provide grants to landmarks organizations and individual specialists.  Funding for landmark programs is available from the Cultural Development Fund, generated by hotel-motel tax revenues.

LANDMARKS COMMISSION CANDIDATE:

Mary McCormick  Ms. McCormick has expertise in the field of history and architectural history of the American West, and is knowledgeable regarding state and federal historic preservation laws and regulations.  Ms. McCormick has served since June 2011 as the Historian/Architectural Historian for the Seattle District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Previous positions include Historian/Architectural Historian, Renewable Technologies, Inc., of Butte, Montana, from June, 1985 to May, 1986, and again from May 1988 to May, 2011; Cultural Resources Specialist, Montana Power Company, Butte, Montana, from May 1986 to May, 1988; Graduate Teaching Assistant, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado, from August 1984 to May 1985; and Archaeological Laboratory and Field Supervisor, Department of Anthropology/Division of Archaeological Research, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, from May 1978 to August 1982.  
She has a wide range of historic preservation-related publications over the years, including eligibility determinations, cultural resource inventories, historic overviews, and facility evaluations.  Her education includes a B.A. in History and Anthropology, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1978; and an M.A. in Historic Preservation and Archival Management, History Department, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado, 1985.  Ms. McCormick is being appointed to the historic preservationist position on the Commission for a partial term, expiring June 1, 2014.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2013-0022 with attachments (attachments available upon request)

2. Executive transmittal letter, dated December 11, 2012
Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only.
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