[image: image1.png]u

King County




Metropolitan King County Council
REGIONAL TRANSIT COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:         7      
   DATE:    April 18, 2007   
PROPOSED NO.        2007-B0089        
   PREPARED BY:    Arthur Thornbury  
SUBJECT: Transit Now Program Implementation
SUMMARY: Transit Division staff will present its proposal for implementing the Transit Now Program established by the November 2007 voter approval of a one-tenth of one percent increase in the Transit Local Option Sales and Use Tax. 
BACKGROUND: The legislation by which the Council placed the Transit Now proposal before the voters (Ordinance 15582) included an attachment “Improvements Funded by Transit Now” (attached) describing five categories of capital and service expenditures:
· Bus Rapid Transit

· Partnership Program 

· High Ridership Network

· Service for Rapidly Developing Areas

· Additional Improvements

· Paratransit service

· VanPool, VanShare & Ridematch Programs

· Pedestrian/bike access to transit

Some elements of the program were defined in the attachment, such as the partnership program and the bus rapid transit corridors, while others were left for further refinement as part of the new Six-Year Plan which is the subject of Item 8 on today’s agenda. Today Transit Division staff will describe a ten year implementation plan for Transit Now that will identify the timing and amount of planned expenditures in the five elements of the program. 
This is the beginning of the committee’s review of Transit Now implementation which will ultimately result in a committee recommendation to the full council later this year. This recommendation may be part of legislation to adopt a new Six-Year Plan or a Transit Strategic Plan (see Agenda Item 8). 
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Attachment A, Ordinance 15582

2. Transit Service Phasing Plan - Draft
ATTENDING:

Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Transit Division
Jim Jacobson, Deputy General Manager, Transit Division

Victor Obeso, Manager, Service Implementation, Transit Division 
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