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King County Fire Safe Forests Project
Water and Land Resources Division

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

The Forestry Program proposes the Fire Safe Forests Project (also known as Firewise) to assist selected communities in the rural forested area to develop and implement community wildfire safety plans by involving small forest landowners and forest residents.  Through this project, a forester will work directly with community residents through consultation sessions and visits to their forest properties.  The forester also will assist community members to develop forest stewardship plans for their individual properties, which for many will be the first step in implementing fire safe forest management practices on their land.  Studies have shown that a healthy forest with sufficient growing space for trees will be healthier, more drought tolerant and less susceptible to fire. 

Through the project, King County will partner with other agencies, educational institutions, non-profit organizations and/or community groups to provide written information and training sessions for forest landowners. Community residents will be encouraged to share information with their neighbors.  Residents of forested areas will be also be instructed to consult with local fire departments to determine factors such as ease of access to their home, appropriate home and street signing, and other risk factors that individuals and communities may need to address. 
The project is designed to accomplish the following:

· Prevent the loss of lives, property and resources to wildfire while ensuring forest stewardship among landowners;

· Help prevent and control wildfire independent of professional fire fighting efforts; 

· Leverage fire planning assistance offered by federal and state agencies;
· Encourage forest stewardship by owners of smaller acreage and/or residential forestland as per the Executive Order regarding the Implementation of Forestry Policies (March 15, 2002); 

· Support the County Fire Marshall in promoting fire prevention best management practices called for in the 2005 Critical Areas Ordinance; and
· Promote DDES’s new Fire Hazard Reduction Permit, which regulates vegetation removal to reduce fire hazards around rural residences.
Throughout 2006 the County’s Forestry Program worked closely with rural residents, fire districts and the King County Fire Marshal to establish the Upper Green Community Fire Protection Planning Group.  The planning area is defined, assessment software and hardware have been acquired, and volunteers trained in assessment protocols with community assessments on-going.  In addition, an evacuation plan and atlas has been developed for the Tolt Triangle Fire Council, and additional forest fuel management has occurred on approximately 100 acres.  A new brochure entitled ‘Be Firewise – Create the First Zone of Defense!’ with fire safety tips for rural homeowners has been printed and distributed throughout rural King County.  The Fire Safe Forests Project will assist in completing the Upper Green Community Wildfire Protection Plan in 2007, and develop the demonstration project for tree removal to reduce fire Hazard in the Rural Area.  
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