                                                                [image: image1.png]u

King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2007-0323
	Date:
	July 24, 2007


SUBJECT 
 A motion approving the procedures developed to improve transparency and communication in determining project eligibility for the 1% for Art program.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2007-0323 would approve the recommendations of a stakeholder workgroup intended to improve transparency and communication in determining project eligibility for King County’s 1% for Art program, which requires an allocation for the acquisition and display of public art from certain county capital projects budgets. 
BACKGROUND

In accordance with King County Code 4.40.015, all capital improvement projects that are publicly accessible and visible, or for which there is a need for mitigation, shall contribute to the county’s public art program known as 1% for Art..
The amount of the annual appropriation for public art is to be equal to 1% of the eligible project costs of those capital improvement projects that meet the criteria of public visibility and accessibility or mitigation.  Eligible projects include new construction, reconstruction, building remodeling, parks, trails, commemorative structures, pedestrian and vehicular bridges, surface water management projects, wastewater treatment projects, transit facility construction projects and solid waste transfer stations.  Ineligible projects include roads, airport runways, sewers, and solid waste landfills.  In the event that a capital project includes both eligible and ineligible elements the eligible portions of the project are to be included in the 1% for Art program.

In the process of analyzing the executive’s proposed 2007 budget, concerns were raised regarding whether the criteria for 1% for Art eligible projects were being applied in accordance with the policies set forth in King County Code 4.40.015, as outlined above, and the council concluded that improved transparency and communication was necessary to address these concerns.  As a result, the council included the following proviso in the 2007 Budget (Ordinance 15652) for the Office of Management and Budget (OMB):
Of this appropriation, $50,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the council approves by motion a report submitted by the executive specifying the procedures developed to improve the transparency and communication in determining project eligibility for the one percent for art program.  The report and proposed motion shall include the recommendations of a workgroup comprised of representatives from the office of management and budget, 4Culture and the council.  The report shall be submitted to the council by May 15, 2007. 

The report and proposed motion required to be submitted by this proviso must be filed in the form of 12 copies with the clerk of the council, who will retain the original and will forward copies to each councilmember and to the lead staff for the growth management and natural resources committee and the capital budget committee, or their successors.”

ANALYSIS

On March 21, 2007 OMB assembled a workgroup of representatives from OMB, 4Culture and the council.  The workgroup developed the following recommendations to improve transparency and communication:

1. OMB and 4 Culture will hold quarterly meetings as necessary to discuss items such as budget implementation issues, fund transfer administration and the 1% for Art program’s supplemental requests.
2. OMB will improve the reporting process for capital projects by providing the rationale for determining that a project is ineligible for the 1% for Art program.

3. OMB will provide 4Culture a preliminary list of proposed capital improvement projects eligible for the 1% for Art program with sufficient time to discuss adjustments and corrections before the budget is transmitted to council.
4. OMB will inform 4Culture of any available information about changes to the total revenue 4Culture will receive from the 1% for Art program by December 15th of each year.

5. 4Culture and the OMB recommend that the council provide the scope of any changes to the executive’s proposed budget that will affect the 4Culture’s 1% for Art program revenue by January 20th of each year to allow OMB sufficient time to transfer the revenues to 4Culture by February 10th of each year as required by county code.  

Proposed Motion 2007-0323 is the executive’s commitment to adhere to the first four recommendations listed above.
Proposed Motion 2007-0323 appears to fulfill the intent of the proviso and the parties to the workgroup have been satisfied thus far with the improved communication and transparency as called for by the proviso.  In addition to the executive’s commitments via Proposed Motion 2007-0323, approval of the motion would also establish a council commitment to provide information related to scope changes to 1% for Art program eligible capital projects to OMB and 4Culture by January 20th of each year.  This request can be reasonably accommodated by council staff through increased information sharing with OMB and 4Culture after the adoption of the annual budget.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2007-0323
2. Transmittal letter, dated May 15, 2007
INVITED
Jim Kelly, Executive Director, 4Culture
Cath Brunner, Public Art Program Director, 4Culture

Sid Bender, Capital Budget Analyst, Office of Management and Budget

Tesia Forbes, Capital Budget Analyst, Office of Management and Budget
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