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SUBJECT:  An ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to execute amendments to the regional live-fire training facility interlocal agreement and the incorporated memorandum of agreement.

COMMITTEE ACTION

At its September 20, 2011 meeting, the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2011-0343 with 3 ayes, 0 nos and 1 excused. The Committee amended the legislation to correct Statement of Fact #2 that misstated how the premium fee was used. Half of the fee has been used to support operation and maintenance and half has been put into a fund for eventual decommissioning of the life-fire training facility.

SUMMARY:  
The ordinance would approve an amendment to an interlocal agreement and a memorandum of agreement between King County, Snohomish County, the Port of Seattle, the Boeing Company and the State of Washington (primarily the Washington State Patrol). The amendment would allow certain fees for use of the facility to be used for operation of the live-fire training facility, and makes the State of Washington responsible for its eventual decommissioning and related liabilities. 
BACKGROUND:

The Federal Aviation Administration requires airports of a certain size to have specialized live-fire training for their police and fire fighters. In 1997, King County entered into an interlocal agreement with the State of Washington, Snohomish County, and Port of Seattle to form a consortium to develop and operate a Regional Live-Fire Training Facility for aviation training. In a separate memorandum of agreement among the parties, The Boeing Company was established as a full participant in the consortium for the regional live-fire facility. The facility is located in North Bend, Washington, and managed by the Washington State Patrol and the General Services Administration. 
Two types of fees are charged to consortium members, use fees and premium fees. Use fees are used to pay for maintenance and operation of the facility. Premium fees are split with half going to maintenance and operations, and the other half earmarked for eventual decommissioning of the fire training facility. The amendments to the interlocal agreement (ILA) and the memorandum of agreement (MOA) allows the entire premium fee to support maintenance and operations in the future.
ANALYSIS:

The ordinance is straightforward in its changes to the ILA and MOA. Premium fees will now be used exclusively for maintenance and operation of the live-fire aircraft fire training facility, and the state will accept full responsibility for decommissioning at the appropriate time.
As noted earlier, this type of training is required by the Federal Aviation Administration. The partners in this facility are the State of Washington, King and Snohomish counties, the Port of Seattle and The Boeing Company. All the parties have signed the amendments except King County. 
Council staff consulted with the State Patrol and learned that approximately $498,000 has accumulated in the decommissioning the facility. Half of the accumulated funds will be used for environmental clean-up and the rest will be used for operations and maintenance. The fiscal note identifies no new costs as a result of changes to the ILA and MOA.
AMENDMENT:

An amendment has been prepared for the committee’s consideration. It corrects the second statement of fact. The original statement said that “the interlocal agreement does not provide the State of Washington authority to set aside a portion of the [premium] fee for decommissioning at its life cycle end.” In fact, half of the premium fee had been earmarked from the beginning for decommissioning. The amendment makes it clear how the two fees have been used historically and how the amendment changes the use of the premium fee. 

