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REVISED STAFF REPORT:  The Natural Resources and Utilities Committee amended the ordinance to add Vashon/Maury Island as a whole to the plan’s reference to shoreline given the critical habitat interactions between the island interior and the shoreline and highlights the area as a regional priority.




SUBJECT:

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0206 would approve the executive’s Open Space System Plan. 
BACKGROUND:

Approximately every six years the Natural Resources and Parks Division prepares an Open Space Plan to provide guidance and direction to King County’s open space system.  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0206 is the executive’s proposed Open Space System Plan.  Once adopted, the Open Space System Plan will effectively serve as the operational master plan for the open space and parks elements of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks. 
Open Space is a broad term that includes recreation space, environmentally sensitive habitat preservation space, farmlands and forestlands, community defining space such as green belts and water fronts, publicly accessible space lands and those not available for public access.  The plan addresses King County’s evolving role in the management and operations of these spaces.  

In response to the ongoing fiscal crisis, the management strategy of King County’s open space system has changed in recent years.  The new management strategy is driven by legislation such as the 2002 Metropolitan Parks Task Force recommendations, the 2002 Parks Business Plan, and the 2003 Parks Levy initiative which require the division to aggressively pursue cost recovery and achieve long-term sustainability through entrepreneurial activities, provide regional open space and recreational facilities, act as a facilitator of recreational programs, and transfer in-city parks and pools. 

Eligibility for grants administered by the Washington State Interagency for Outdoor Recreation (IAC) and the federal government is contingent upon adoption of a plan that outlines the county’s open space objectives and interests.  Although the executive’s transmittal letter states June 1st as the cut off date for transmittal of this plan to the IAC, department staff have since learned that there are no grant applications in the upcoming months that would be negatively impacted by submittal of King County’s Open Space System Plan at a later date.   The county has been without an open space plan for the past two years while the numerous transitions to open space management and operations were still evolving.  

The proposed Open Space System Plan is aligned with the proposed changes to the King County Comprehensive Plan also under council consideration.  However, this plan is more detailed in nature and includes specific references to open spaces with descriptions of the types of spaces and their functions and purpose.  Chapter VII contains an inventory of the county’s parks, trails, farms, forests, and other lands.

It should be noted that the Department of Natural Resources and Parks engaged in extensive public outreach in development of this plan with five meetings held throughout the county in August and September of 2003, an online survey, as well as consideration of public comments previously collected by the Metropolitan Parks Task Force.

An amendment has been prepared for committee consideration at the request of the Parks and Recreation Division and the Water and Land Resources Division.  The amendment would change the general references to saltwater shoreline in Chapter IV to the more specific reference of Vashon/Maury Island and Saltwater Shoreline allowing King County to focus beyond the shoreline and include the interior of Vashon/Maury Island.  The interior of Vashon/Maury Island interfaces with shoreline habitat and provides salmon supporting watersheds, forests, trails and passive recreation opportunities aligned with King County’s regional priorities.
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