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SUBJECT:

An ordinance relating to the appointment process for the King County citizens' elections oversight committee; and amending Ordinance 15453, Section 3, and K.C.C. 2.53.021.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2008-0353 would make a change to county code that is necessary to appoint and reappoint members to the King County Citizens' Elections Oversight Committee. 
BACKGROUND:

In July of 2003 and again in April of 2005 the Council found it helpful to appoint citizen experts to oversee King County elections operations and to make recommendations on how to improve the conduct of elections. The first two Citizens' Elections Oversight Committees provided great value to the County and made dozens of recommendations that have been implemented. As the County made decisions to go to vote-by-mail, acquiring a new elections facility and acquiring new ballot tabulation equipment and software, the Council again decided to form a more lasting Citizens' Elections Oversight Committee (CEOC). In April of 2006 the Council enacted Ordinance 15453 creating a third CEOC including a provision that by March 31, 2009 the committee shall recommend if an ongoing CEOC is needed.
ANALYSIS:

Ordinance 15453 requires that the chair of the Council and the vice chair of Council Affairs shall solicit nominations from Councilmembers then jointly make appointments to the CEOC (which are confirmed by motion.) The reorganization motion for 2008 does not have the position of vice chair of Council Affairs. While it is a ministerial action to change the code to correspond to an existing chair or vice chair position, it is important to take this action as the CEPC has two vacancies and two members with expired terms. 
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