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COUNTY ROAD ENGINEER REPORT ON VACATION PETITION V-2706

March 16, 2017
Petition to Vacate:  A portion of SE 70th Drive – Geo. Stephan Road – County Road No. 1615
Vacation file:  V-2706
Petitioner:  Liway Hsi and Claremont Forest, LLC
Recommendation:  The County Road Engineer has determined and does recommend that the subject right of way should be vacated.  
Petitioners, Liway Hsi and Claremont Forest, LLC submitted a petition for the vacation of a portion of SE 70th Drive – Geo. Stephan Road – County Road No. 1615 in the Snoqualmie area of King County.  The subject right-of-way is unopened and unimproved.  The subject right-of-way is near the open and maintained SE 70th Drive.  See site map attached as Attachment A to the ordinance. 
King County acquired the right-of-way through a quit claim deed of August 30, 1920 from Snoqualmie Falls Lumber Company as part of the establishment of Geo. Stephan Road, King County Road survey No. 1615. 
Pursuant to King County Code section 14.40.0104 B, the following report is submitted.
KCC 14.40.0104 B. - The petition has been reviewed and determined to be valid.  
B.1 - The right-of-way proposed to be vacated has been examined and it is recommended that it should be vacated and abandoned. 
B.2 - The right-of-way proposed to be vacated has been examined and it has been determined that the subject right-of-way is not in use as a road and has not been in use as a road.  
B.3 - The subject right-of-way is unopened and not in use.  
B.4 - The subject right-of-way is not needed as part of the County transportation system of the future and it is not advisable to preserve any portion of the right-of-way for future transportation use.  The subject right-of-way is near the fully opened and currently in use right-of-way known as SE 70th Drive.  
B.5 - The public will benefit from the vacation of the right-of-way.  The subject vacation area is not necessary to the County road system.  The public is currently benefited by the use of the currently open and maintained portions of SE 70th Drive.  Upon approval of this Petition for Road Vacation, the petitioner shall convey to King County a deed for the open and maintained section of right-of-way that is a part of SE 70th Drive, as indicated in Attachment A to the ordinance.  Currently, King County has a developed road over this section, but did not obtain a deed for this area.  The public will benefit from the vacation of the subject useless right-of-way and completed acquisition of the rights to the developed right-of-way segment.  
B.6 - The property surrounding the subject right-of-way is currently in Designated Forest Land classification.  Pursuant to KCC 14.40.020, the assessed land value of parcels adjacent to the County right-of-way proposed for vacation may be properly considered for valuation of the subject right-of-way.  The averaged assessed value on a square footage basis for the properties surrounding the subject right-of-way is $.029.  Petitioner requests the vacation of an area of 25,165 square feet and proposes to convey to the County an area of 30,358 square feet all within the same parcel.  Therefore, the value of the area to be vacated and that to be conveyed to the County is comparable.  
Pursuant to KCC 14.40.020(B), the County Road Engineer may propose and the Council may accept real property of equal or greater value in lieu of cash compensation.  It is recommended that the County accept the proposed deed from Petitioner as compensation for the vacation.  The vacation area is 25,165 square feet.  The proposed conveyance is 30,358 square feet. The proposal would convey to the County property of equal or greater value than the subject vacation area.  Both the vacation area and the proposed conveyance are within Designated Forest Land.  
B.7 - The subject right-of-way does not serve as access to abutting property.  
B.8 - No utilities have been identified within the subject right-of-way and no access or utility easements are required or requested in conjunction with this vacation.  
B.9 - No fees have been charged nor costs incurred for this vacation beyond the $100 filing fee. 
B.10 - The subject right-of-way does not abut a body of salt or fresh water.  
B.11 - The subject right-of-way is abutted only by property owned by Petitioner. 
B.12 - Under KCC 14.40.0106, discretion was exercised and petitioner is not charged any fees or costs in association with this Petition beyond the filing fee.  As no additional fees were assessed under 14.40.0106 B, there are no costs to be waived under 14.40.0106C and no costs incurred to list.  
The subject right-of-way is useless to the County transportation system.  In conclusion, it is recommended that the petition V-2706 to vacate a portion of SE 70th Drive – Geo. Stephan Road – County Road No. 1615 in the Snoqualmie area of King County should be approved.  

Rick Brater, P.E.
County Road Engineer.  
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