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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Leah Krekel-Zoppi

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0011
	Date:
	February 25, 2025



SUBJECT

A motion confirming the appointment of Aaron Parker as Director of the Community Corrections Division of the King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention.

BACKGROUND 

Community Corrections Division. The Community Corrections Division is one of five divisions of King County's Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD). DAJD is responsible for housing or monitoring people accused of crimes awaiting adjudication in King County or serving short-term sentences.

In 2002, King County adopted the Adult Justice Operational Master Plan[footnoteRef:1], which established as county policy that secure detention facilities would only be used to house offenders who present a public safety risk. Consistent with that policy, King County established the Community Corrections Division.[footnoteRef:2]  The Community Corrections Division is tasked with implementing alternatives to secure detention, including electronic home monitoring. The division also provides assessments and treatment, and community resources to people placed in alternatives to secure detention. [1:  Ordinance 14430, adopted July 22, 2002.]  [2:  Ordinance 14561, Section 9] 


County code requires that the Division Manager of the Community Corrections Division be subject to King County Council confirmation.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  K.C.C. 2.16.122] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

This proposed motion would confirm the appointment of Aaron Parker as the Community Corrections Division Director.  

Mr. Parker most recently served as Juvenile Court Services Manager for King County Superior Court. In that position, Mr. Parker was responsible for screening, intake, and supervision services and overseeing the juvenile Behavioral Health Response program. He also previously served as supervisor of Juvenile Court's Juvenile Justice Assessment Team.

Prior to joining King County in 2019, Mr. Parker worked for eight years for an addiction and mental health treatment organization, Therapeutic Health Services. He also worked with the Child Welfare League of America on Foster Care Standards of Excellence.

Mr. Parker holds a Master of Social Work from Howard University. He is a Seattle native and graduated from Garfield High School. He also volunteers as a Little League baseball coach and serves on community boards.

According to the Executive, Mr. Parker, "plans to prioritize equitable practices, community safety, and transformative outcomes for individuals involved in the justice system."

The Executive enlisted the Byers Group to conduct a nationwide recruitment process. The confirmation packet transmitted by the Executive for Mr. Parker's appointment includes his resume, six letters of recommendation from a diverse range of colleagues, a letter from Mr. Parker accepting the appointment and acknowledging compliance with the Council's confirmation review, confirmation of a law enforcement background check with no adverse findings, and a completed financial disclosure form.

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with King County Code requirements.

The Executive's appointment of Aaron Parker was made effective January 4, 2025, so in accordance with the code required 90-day time limit, the Council has until April 4, 2025, to act on the motion to confirm Mr. Parker's appointment.

INVITED

· Aaron Parker, Division Director Designee, Community Corrections Division, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
· Allen Nance, Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2025-0011
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Confirmation Packet for Aaron Parker as Director of the Community Corrections Division within the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (distributed separately)
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