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SUBJECT

A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Theresa Jennings as King County Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.
Director, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks: Responsibilities
The Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks is responsible for management of an agency supported by a staff of over 1700 employees, an annual operating budget exceeding $252 million, a capital budget exceeding $363 million, and program areas that address some of the most critical priorities of the region.  The Director ensures that the Department’s mission to provide for disposal of solid wastes, preservation of natural resources, abatement of water pollution, management of surface water and prevention of flood damage, development and implementation of land management programs including preservation of sustainable agricultural and forestry economies in the county, reclamation of waste resources, providing for parks and recreation programs, and development and operation of the countywide geographic information system, is carried out.  

The Director sets direction for, approves and monitors the department’s operating and capital budgets, monitors revenues and expenditures, approves and monitors annual work programs, hears and decides on personnel grievances and other requirements of labor contracts, and authorizes contracts.  The Director advises the County Executive, Chief of Staff, and County Councilmembers on policy and program issues related to the Department of Natural Resources and Parks; represents the department with media, and ensures appropriate resources and training for departmental staff to accomplish the department’s mission.  The Director coordinates the preparation of rate analyses for wastewater, solid waste, surface water management utility fees, and various other fees; and negotiates and approves contracts with cities and districts for services provided by the department.  The Director represents King County at the state and federal level on natural resource issues, and is accountable for the department’s performance on multiple regional, state and federal permits for environmental protection under the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Endangered Species Act, and other federal and stat laws and regulations.  

EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS OF THE APPOINTEE
Theresa Jennings has served as the Interim Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks since July 9, 2007, when she was appointed to that position following the resignation of Director Pam Bissionette.  

Ms. Jennings had served as the Division Director of the Solid Waste Division since July 2003, responsible for the 400-plus employees providing management of the region’s municipal solid waste stream.  She helped to coordinate the process for the solid waste transfer system and management planning effort, working with regional partners throughout King County to produce a consensus direction on waste management in preparation for the closure of the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill, and setting the region on the path towards upgrading its solid waste transfer station system.

Preceding that service, Ms. Jennings was Assistant Director of Utilities for the City of Norfolk, Virginia, managing the Water Production, Water Quality, Budget and Accounting, and Water Account Divisions, between September 2002 and June 2003.  She served as the Energy Program Manager for King County DNR from December 2000 to August 2001, responsible for strategic planning and development of energy strategies for the Department.

Ms. Jennings served as Operations Manager (December 98 to September 2000) and Assistant Operations Manager (October 97 to September 2000) for the Solid Waste Division Operations Section, recruited to assist the Division through a period of transition while managing a major public utility.  

Between April 1996 and July 1997, Ms. Jennings was Property Services Manager for the Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District, managing a $32 million property acquisition and tenant relocation program responsible for acquiring seven properties and relocating 17 businesses within a six month period, required by the construction of a major league baseball stadium.  

Ms. Jennings served as a Program Planning Manager (January 1992-March 1995); Program Evaluation Unit supervisor (December 1989 to January 1992); and Management Analyst (December 1988-December 1989) for the Solid Waste Division of the King County Department of Natural Resources.  She preceded her King County service with work as a Finance Analyst (March 1988-December 1988) for the City of Seattle, and a Management Analyst (August 1985-July 1987) for the City of Atlanta, GA.  

Ms. Jennings received her Bachelor of Science degree from Georgia State University, with a Major in Public Administration, and a Minor in Economics in 1982; in 1985 she was awarded a Masters in Public Administration from Georgia State University, with an emphasis in Finance
ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Proposed Motion 2007-0539, with attachments
a) Confirmation Packet, Theresa Jennings, as Director, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
b) Transmittal Letter from Executive Sims, dated October 8, 2007

