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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Andy Micklow

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0187
	Date:
	September 4, 2024



SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Snoqualmie Water System Plan dated November 2023 through 2030.

SUMMARY

[bookmark: _Hlk175742284]Proposed Ordinance 2024-0187 would approve the City of Snoqualmie Water System Plan, meeting the requirement for a water utility to provide water service in unincorporated King County. The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) found that the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval through 2030 and subject to a subsequent water plan being reviewed and approved before 2030.

BACKGROUND 

[bookmark: _Hlk64374122]The City of Snoqualmie (City) is located in central King County adjacent to the Snoqualmie River, approximately 20 miles east of Seattle in Council District 3. The City's Retail Service Area covers approximately 14.5 square miles, with approximately 51 percent within the City and the remaining in the unincorporated King County.

The previous water system plan update was approved in 2013 by King County Ordinance 17656.

[bookmark: _Hlk175742369]King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria.  King County Code (K.C.C.) Chapter 13.24 requires the UTRC to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing, and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district's ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

The King County Comprehensive Plan includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE WATER SYSTEM PLAN DATED NOVEMBER 2023

The UTRC finalized its review of the City of Snoqualmie's Water System Plan (Plan) in February 2024 (see Attachment 4 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found that the Plan meets the requirements of K.C.C. chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval through the 2030 and subject to a subsequent water plan being reviewed and approved before 2030. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area. The City's Retail Service Area covers approximately 14.5 square miles, with approximately 51 percent within the City and the remaining in the unincorporated King County. As of 2017, the water system served approximately 14,300 people and 3,700 employees through 4,911 water service connections. Of the 14,300 being served by the water system, approximately 680 are in the unincorporated urban area and 430 within the unincorporated rural area.

Supply. The Plan identifies a source capacity deficiency by 2030, which continues to increase through the planning horizon. The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) includes a study to identify and procure an additional water supply source. The Plan notes that supply alternatives to be evaluated may include connection to the Tolt River pipeline, an intertie with the City of North Bend, an Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) project, and the development of two pending water rights applications. Due to this documented water source capacity deficiency, the Washington State Department of Health – Office of Drinking Water's February 10, 2022, comment letter states that this deficiency will have to be resolved in a subsequent water system plan reviewed and approved before 2030.

Water usage information provided to the UTRC during its final review of the Plan indicates that the water source capacity deficiency is not as significant as projected in the Plan. The more recent information illustrates that the projected annual water usage assumed in the Plan is greater than the actual annual water usage by the system. 

The UTRC determined that the Plan demonstrates the ability of the City of Snoqualmie to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth. The City of Snoqualmie's 2019-2044 growth target allocates 1,500 housing units to the city. Assuming a 2.5-person household, the housing target would result in a population increase of 3,750. The Plan (Table 3-3) projects the city's population to increase by 1,829 people between 2019 and 2040. The UTRC Matrix notes that the growth assumptions incorporated in the water system model were generated by City staff and are lower than the adopted growth targets within the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs). The City has requested that its growth targets within the CPPs be reduced to reflect its build-out capacity more accurately.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The City adopted Resolution No 1680 which seeks a revised 2044 housing growth target and formally requests a King County reconciliation of the established target.  The GMPC expects to take up this request sometime before the end of 2025.] 


The growth projections used in the Plan reflect the growth targets in the City's comprehensive plan. The Plan's assumptions also reflect the locally adopted zoning for the City of Snoqualmie and unincorporated King County. The Plan recognizes the City's required update to its comprehensive plan by the end of 2024 and acknowledges a need to review the Plan considering relevant changes to the comprehensive plan.

System Improvements. The Plan contains five categories of capital improvements, with the projects totaling approximately $63.4 million in capital expenditure over the 20-year planning period. Of this total, approximately $7.75 million are estimated costs funded by developer improvements. Most of these projects are scheduled to be completed before 2030; only five of these capital projects, totaling approximately $12.6 million, are planned to be completed after 2030. The City identified multiple funding sources for the proposed improvement projects: cash resources, developer contributions, general facility charges, and revenue bonds.

SEPA. The City completed an environmental checklist and issued a SEPA Addendum/Adoption on March 6, 2023, to the Determination of Nonsignificance issued on June 25, 2012, for adoption of the 2012 Snoqualmie water system plan.

INVITED

· Dan Cardwell, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
· Lauren Smith, Director of Regional Planning, Office of Performance Strategy, and Budget (PSB)
· Rebeccah Maskin, Demographic Planner, PSB

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2024-0187 (and its attachment)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. UTRC Matrix
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