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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0466 would authorize the King County Executive to execute an interlocal agreement (“ILA”) with the city of Renton (“City”) to allow the County to perform permit processing for grading and associated building permits associated with the Soos Creek trail within the City.
SUMMARY
King County Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) will be moving forward with construction of Phase V and VI of the Soos Creek Trail.  This Trail is part of the County’s regional trail system and is located in both unincorporated areas and the City.  For efficiency in the construction process, the Executive is proposing that the Department of Development and Environmental Services (“DDES”) perform the permit processing on behalf of the City and in accordance with City regulations.  The City has been amendable to this proposal, which has been developed in collaboration with City Staff and the City Attorney.  The Executive expects the City to approve the ILA in September. 
SUMMARY OF ILA SUBSTANTIVE PROVISIONS
Section 2 Processing of Permit Applications
2.1 The County shall review all clearing and grading or other associated building permit applications for Phase V of the Soos Creek Trail and any future phases within the City.  The County shall review the permit applications in accordance with City regulations.

2.2  The County’s review of permit applications shall include rendering decisions to approve, condition or deny application; conduct inspections; issue corrections notices; permit extensions; and evaluation compliance with conditions that extend beyond certification of occupancy.  The City shall process appeals to permits, unless the City and County mutually agree to allow the County to process the appeal.
2.3 The County shall review and make recommendations to the City regarding requests to “vary adopted road or drainage standards”.  All final decisions on variances shall be rendered by the City.
Section 3 Permit Renewal or Extension

The County shall review and make recommendations to the City on request to renew and extend permits.   All final decisions on variances shall be rendered by the City.

Section 4 Records Management
The County shall provide the City with a copy of all files and records related to the permits and permit applications associated with the ILA.

Section 5 SEPA
The County shall serve as the lead agency related to the fulfillment of SEPA requirements.  Any decision to condition or deny an application on SEPA grounds shall be made by the County. 

Section 7 FINANCIAL GUARANTEES
Any financial guarantees intended to secure compliance with project conditions shall be reviewed by the City.  The City shall have sole authority and discretion over the release and enforcement of financial guarantees.
Section 8 Processing Priority
Within budgetary constraints, the County agrees to process permits on behalf of the City at the same level of services as provided to County applications.

Section 9 Fees and Reimbursement
The County shall retain permit application fees associated with the ILA and may be modified at some future date by the County and the City.  Any remaining application fee amounts received by the County prior to exclusion or transfer shall be promptly forwarded to the City.  

Section 10/12 Duration
The ILA shall be effective upon approval by the City and County and shall continue until December 31, 2014 unless otherwise terminated.  The City and County may agree to extend the ILA up to December 2019 if mutually agreeable with sixty days written notice. 

Section 11 Termination
Either party may terminate the agreement providing at least sixty days written notice.

Section 13 Indemnification, Hold Harmless and Defense
The ILA contains standard county boilerplate indemnification, hold harmless and defense clauses to protect both parties.
ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0466 would allow Parks to realize efficiencies by filing all permit applications through one lead agency: DDES.  This is expected to provide consistency and greater control over administrative processes related to the construction of the Soos Creek Trail.  The proposed ordinance and the provisions contained in the ILA do not appear to be controversial or raise significant concerns.
Cost
Included in the Executive’s transmittal package is a fiscal note.  The permitting fees are expected to generate approximately $66,000 in total permit processing revenues between 2010 and 2012 with equivalent expenditures.  Total construction cost for Phase V and VI is anticipated to cost $1.9M, though the County only has $1.4M in currently available revenues for these projects.  Additional revenues and appropriation authority will need to be provided in future adopted budget ordinances.
Legal Review

The ILA has been reviewed by the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2009-0466 with attached interlocal agreement
2. Transmittal letter dated July 22, 2009

3. Fiscal note
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