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SUBJECT:  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0200, adopting the February 2006 public transportation service improvements for King County.  Today’s agenda item will deal with approval of the service change ordinance, which will provide for service to the new Issaquah Highlands Park-and-Ride garage.
At the last Committee meeting, the presentation on Proposed Ordinance 2005-0200 also included a discussion of administrative changes planned for June and September 2005.  The briefing also featured this year’s second update on planning for the September 2005 closure of the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel (DSTT).
This staff report reprises information on the Issaquah Highlands-related service changes and reviews the administrative service changes that are not related to the Tunnel closure.  New information is provided on June 2005 administrative changes in Kent, which will provide bus service to the park-and-ride garage and transit center at the Sounder commuter rail station.
BACKGROUND:  
February 2006 Transit Service Changes
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0200 (Attachment 1) approves bus service changes, effective February 2006, to serve the new Issaquah Highlands Park-and-Ride.  Attachment A to the proposed ordinance is a description of the following two route changes along with route maps.  According to the Executive’s transmittal letter (Attachment 2), these changes are consistent with current Six-Year Transit Development Plan strategies, especially Strategy S-6, “provide more service capacity at newly built or expanded park-and-ride lots as warranted by ridership demand at these locations.”
New Route 218 – A new route 218 would provide weekday peak service from the Issaquah Highlands Park-and-Ride to Seattle in the morning peak and from Seattle to Issaquah Highlands in the afternoon peak.  Initially the service would be direct between Issaquah Highlands and Seattle.  After completion of the Sound Transit direct access ramps connecting I-90 with the Eastgate Park-and- Ride, the 218 would use the ramps to stop at Eastgate.  This change is intended to improve transit connections in the East King County subarea.  The direct access ramps are expected to be completed in late 2006.
Approximately ten morning and ten afternoon trips would be offered.  Frequency would be 15 to 30 minute intervals between 6:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. in the morning, and between 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the afternoon.  Sound Transit’s Route 554 will serve the new park-and-ride during off-peak hours and off-peak directions at 30-minute intervals.  The 554 will provide service between Seattle and Issaquah Highlands via Mercer Island, the Eastgate Park-and-Ride, and the Issaquah Park-and-Ride.
Revised Route 269 – The route 269 now runs between the Overlake Park-and-Ride, Bear Creek Park-and-Ride, Sammamish Park-and-Ride, Issaquah Park-and-Ride, and downtown Issaquah.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0200 would revise this route to add a stop at the Issaquah Highlands Park-and-Ride and delete the portion of the route between the Issaquah Park-and-Ride and downtown Issaquah.  According to the transmittal letter, the deleted segment has low ridership and alternative service is available on routes 200, 209, and 214.
No change in the number of buses is proposed.  The current 269 schedule has three a.m. peak and three p.m. peak trips from Overlake to Issaquah, and three a.m. peak and four p.m. peak trips from Issaquah to Overlake.

Construction work on the Issaquah Highlands Park-and-Ride is expected to be complete in mid-to-late December, and the Sound Transit route 554 will provide service if the facility is open for use before the February 2006 service change.
Other 2005 Service Changes

Another 6,300 service hours are slated for implementation in 2005.  Included are 2,500 hours for expanded weekend service on the route 140, which provides service between Burien and Renton via SeaTac and Tukwila; 500 hours for service to the Redondo Heights Park-and-Ride, which just opened; and 3,500 hours for schedule maintenance.  The Redondo Heights service was approved as part of the September 2004 service change ordinance.  The route 140 change and the schedule maintenance hours are administrative changes.

June 2005 Kent Service Changes – Another set of June 2005 administrative changes will adjust bus service in downtown Kent.  The Transit Division is a partner with Sound Transit in building the park-and-ride garage at the Kent Sounder commuter rail station.  Although the garage is open, bus access has been limited pending completion of a transit center and access roadways.  Completion of these improvements will allow buses to serve the facility.  There are approximately 1,000 parking stalls at the new Kent Transit Center (garage and surface lots) for use by Metro Transit and Sound Transit riders. 

The transit center is the last component at the Station to be completed by Sound Transit.  The following Transit Division bus routes will be revised to operate there:  150, 153/183, 154, 158, 159, 162, 164, 166, 167, 168, and 169.

This new transit center replaces the existing transit center located on Lincoln Avenue at the Kent James Park-and-Ride.  Service will no longer operate along Lincoln Avenue, although some routes, including routes 150, 154, 158, 159, 164, 166, and 168, will be revised to operate along James Street adjacent to the north end of the lot.  

ATTACHMENTS:
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0200 with attachment

2.  Executive’s transmittal letter
3.  Fiscal Note

4.  City of Sammamish letter on service changes
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