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Metropolitan King County Council

General Government and Labor Relations Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:                    7
DATE: 

April 24, 2007
PROPOSED ORDINANCE   2007-233
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE relating to King County district court electoral district boundaries; and amending Ordinance 10476, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.68.085.

SUMMARY: State statute sets the requirements for local electoral and district court boundaries.  RCW 3.38.050 states that a city shall not lie within more than one district of the district court.  Similarly, RCW 3.38.070 applies the the same standards to to separate electoral districts—including electoral districts for judges of the district court.  
According to the County Code (K.C.C. 1.12.010) “Precincts shall be divided, new precincts created, and boundaries of existing precincts altered, as necessary, to implement precinct balancing, and to accommodate the incorporation and annexations of unincorporated county areas into incorporated cities and for the convenience of the voters.”  In addition, new precincts shall reflect the appropriate boundaries for district courts.  
Consequently, when changes occur with precinct boundaries, precincts are renamed or descriptions change, annexations to existing cities occur, or new cities incorporate, the county is required to examine its electoral and district court boundaries.  Often these necessary changes modify existing district court boundaries.  When the council adopts the court’s districting plan, it identifies the electoral boundaries with the name of each precinct.  Therefore, when these precinct names or descriptions change the districting plan must also be amended. 
This ordinance incorporates the changes needed to address changes in precinct boundaries that have occurred since the last election and amends the court’s districting plan.  These are “ministerial” changes that have no effect on court operations.

This proposed ordinance is a companion to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0232, annual precinct alteration ordinance.

ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0233

