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October 16, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am requesting your support of the enclosed legislation relating to the privacy of credit card information obtained when the public uses a credit card to pay for County goods and services.  With the rise of identify theft crimes, it is crucial that King County protect the privacy of personal financial information as part of the trust relationship between County government and our citizens.  As a step in this direction, the state public disclosure act was amended to specifically exempt credit card information from public disclosure [RCW 42.17.310(1)(ss)].  With the enclosed legislation, a clear and consistent policy on the management and safeguarding of credit card, debit card, and check card account information by County staff and County computer systems is established that ensures a basic level of privacy protection to all citizens who entrust their account information to the County.  

This legislation specifies that credit card, debit card, and check card account information will not be stored in County computer systems or systems accessible by County staff without written authorization from the County Executive and written notification to the County Council Chair.  Existing systems that do store this information must be brought into compliance as soon as possible.  In addition, this legislation includes the industry standard practice for County staff to follow in managing credit card, debit card, and check card account number information printed on sales receipts resulting from counter, telephone and mail order transactions. 

There is no known immediate fiscal impact of implementing this legislation.  Any costs associated with it will be addressed in the plan to bring a system into compliance.  If there is a substantial cost to the County for a system to become compliant, the County Executive will evaluate the risks to the County of allowing this system to remain non-compliant and determine a prudent course of action.  

Thank you in advance for your anticipated support of this legislation.  If you have any questions, please contact David Martinez, Chief Information Officer, at (206) 263-4230.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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