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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0065 would approve the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District (“District”) 2010 Comprehensive Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

COMMITTEE ACTION

On February 29, 2012 the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee amended Proposed Motion 2012-0072 and reported the substitute ordinance out of committee with a “do pass” recommendation.

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District provides water service on the Sammamish Plateau and the eastern portion of Union Hill. 

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,

· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE SAMMAMISH PLATEAU WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT 2010 COMPREHENSIVE WATER SYSTEM PLAN
The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on October 19, 2011.  The UTRC found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area - The District is bounded by Lake Sammamish on the west, the Snoqualmie Valley on the east and approximately NE 90th Street on the north, and I-90 on the South.  The area includes the majority of the City of Sammamish and the northern portion of City of Issaquah.  The District provides water service in two zones.  The Plateau Zone encompasses 24.3 square miles and is south of the Redmond-Fall City Road.  The Cascade View Zone is located north of the Plateau Zone and encompasses 4.3 square miles.  Proposed Ordinance 2012-0065.2 extends the service area to include a small area within current District boundaries historically served by the Overdale Water Association.
Facilities - In the Cascade Zone, the district has three wells, two storage tanks and a connection to the regional system.  In the Plateau Zone the District has 11 operational wells, six storage facilities and an intertie to obtain water from the regional system.

Growth - A 20-year demand forecast was prepared using District data, assumptions of water conservation savings, and population projections developed by the Puget Sound Regional Council.  Average daily water demand in the District’s service area is projected to increase from about 5.1 million gallons per day (“mgd”) in 2009 to 5.8 mgd by 2015, and 7.0 mgd by 2029.

System Improvements - The District conducted an analysis of future demand through the use of a hydraulic model, which evaluates current and future water requirements, analyzes current facilities and anticipates the impact of future demand increases.  The analysis indicates that existing source and storage facilities are sufficient to meet needs through the 20 year planning period.  Some of the District’s transmission and distribution systems need to be increased in size or in their ability to meet fire flow requirements and for provision of service to all portions of the service area.  Additionally, the District is pursuing an ambitious rehabilitation and replacement program to replace small diameter pipes.  The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement plan with costs estimated at approximately $31.9 million.  The District identified three funding sources for the proposed improvement projects: developer extensions, rates, and general facility charges.  Rate revenues for 2010 are projected to be $9.7 million.
SEPA - On December 15, 2010, the District issued a Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  
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