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July 22, 2003 

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration is a proposal to amend ordinance #13743 and King County Code 3.12.224 and 3.12.2245 concerning the conversion of either accrued vacation or accumulated compensatory time hours, or both, for payment of the net cash to approved financial support programs to benefit children of any King County employee who dies while engaged in the scope of his or her employment.  

The proposed amendments are necessary in order to ensure that high school and college age children under the age of twenty-three at the time the employee dies are eligible to benefit from this program.  The proposed amendments would also make it possible for the donated leave conversions to be directed to other approved financial support programs in addition to the Washington state college tuition prepaid program-guaranteed education tuition (GET).

On May 29, 2003, Tonya Riexinger tragically died while working on a roads maintenance crew repairing a road in the North Bend area.  Tonya was a single parent who was working as a temporary employee for the Department of Transportation’s Road Services Division.  Under the County’s existing rules, Tonya’s 17 year old daughter, Heather, who will be starting her senior year of high school this fall and turns 18 soon, and Tonya’s 20 year old son, Eddie, who is interested in attending vocational school, are ineligible to receive the benefit of the County’s existing financial support program.  In previous circumstances, the surviving children have been younger in age so the current requirement limiting the benefit to minor children has not been a problem.  In Heather and Eddie Riexinger’s cases the restrictions of the existing program make it impossible for their mother’s coworkers and concerned employees throughout County government to help ensure these two young people achieve their educational goals.  

The proposed amendments are necessary and appropriate, and consistent with the underlying intent of the currently adopted ordinance and code.  I recommend the Council introduce the proposed amendments to ordinance 13743 and King County Codes 3.12.224 and 3.12.2245.  

If you have any questions, or require additional information regarding the proposed amendments, please contact Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division, at (206) 296-6590, or Robert Cowan, Division Director, Finance Division, at (206) 684-1935.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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King County Councilmembers
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David deCourcy, Chief of Staff


Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



       Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council 


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget 

Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division (RSD), DOT


Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


Robert Cowan, Division Director, Finance Division, DES

