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June 20, 2018
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:
This letter transmits the ordinance that creates and prescribes the duties and composition of the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL) Advisory Board. This proposed ordinance responds to the governance requirements of Ordinance 18555 (the VSHSL Ballot Measure Ordinance) and Ordinance 18722, which adopted the VSHSL Governance Plan. The VSHSL Governance Plan specifically directs the transmittal of this proposed ordinance.
As you know, King County voters overwhelmingly endorsed the renewal and replacement of the former Veterans and Human Services Levy (VHSL) when they approved the VSHSL by more than 68 percent in last year’s General Election. This ordinance would ensure continuity of the strong tradition of resident oversight that was integral to the past success and community responsiveness of the VHSL.  
In addition to providing for resident oversight of the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy, this ordinance also reenvisions VSHSL governance to significantly improve coordination and efficiency. The former VHSL was overseen by two separate boards—one for human services and one for veterans—each separately staffed. The Department of Community and Human Services additionally staffs a separate, state-required Veterans Advisory Board (VAB). A key feature of this ordinance is that it combines those three boards and their functions into a single, integrated board with separate committees for veterans, seniors and vulnerable populations. To promote unity of effort on veterans issues, the veterans committee of this board is additionally empowered to act as King County’s VAB, eliminating the need for the County to maintain two separate boards for veterans.  
This ordinance also incorporates extensive investment and consideration from the Council, communities and the current Veterans Citizen Oversight Board, Regional Human Services Citizen Oversight Board, and the King County Veterans Advisory Board. In particular, this ordinance benefitted from the VSHSL renewal community engagement process, which saw levy staff convene 72 community input sessions and several online surveys, with responses provided in 10 languages.  

This ordinance’s origins in extensive community input, involvement of residents from across our county, and focus on increased efficiency and effectiveness by consolidating multiple boards into a single entity, will further elevate this already successful levy. These improvements also align with our King County Strategic Plan and guiding principles to provide quality local government and to be regionally collaborative. The board’s focus on involving persons with lived experience will position us to continue and grow the levy’s focus on reducing race and place-based disparities that veterans, seniors and vulnerable populations experience in King County, an essential part of our commitment to equity and social justice. 

I thank the Council for adopting a VSHSL Governance Plan that thoughtfully balances considerations of board integration, diversity and geographic representativeness against the imperative to optimize the size of the board. I look forward to appointing board members nominated by the Council, the City of Seattle, the Sound Cities Association and the Seattle-King County Advisory Council for Aging & Disability Services.
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will effectuate the VSHSL Governance Plan, ensure that County residents continue to advise on the administration of VSHSL, and help maintain the conditions that led so many of our fellow King County residents to entrust us with the privilege and responsibility of supporting the veterans, seniors and members of vulnerable populations who keep King County vibrant.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Adrienne Quinn, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-263-9100.

Sincerely, 

Dow Constantine 

King County Executive 
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