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April 21, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am requesting your support of the enclosed ordinance.  If enacted, this ordinance would allow the King County Sheriff's Office to renew their participation in a joint task force with the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Customs Investigations.

The Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Customs Investigations has requested the King County Sheriff's Office participation in a multi-jurisdictional currency/narcotics investigations task force.  This task force has been initiated due to the significant increase in the amount of British Columbia marijuana (BC bud) smuggled into, and trafficked within Western Washington and King County.  It is estimated that 60% of the marijuana entering the U.S. at the Canadian border is tied to criminal organizations in the King County and Seattle metropolitan area.  

Based on this increase in smuggling activity, the concomitant smuggling of currency back to Canada has risen accordingly.  This currency/narcotics investigations group is focusing heavily on the criminal organizations that facilitate the movement of illegal narcotics into Washington State and funds back to Canada.

Narcotic/currency laundering investigations are very productive, however they necessitate a strong working relationship between federal, state and local law enforcement agencies to ensure the maximum benefit of investigative efforts.  It is extremely beneficial to the citizens of King County to have the Sheriff’s Office working in close partnership with federal agencies in these types of task forces.  The sharing of information and human resources is crucial for the successful apprehension, conviction and the dismantling of major drug and money laundering organizations working throughout King County.

Currently, the task force consists of 9 Customs agents, a Seattle Police detective and a Renton Police Detective.  The addition of a King County Sheriff’s Office detective is paramount to successfully fulfilling the drug enforcement strategy of the Sheriff’s Office. The task force is supervised by a United States Customs supervisor and housed in Customs offices.  All agencies participating in the task force will receive a share of the assets seized and forfeited under the Drug Forfeiture statute.  Additionally, the U.S. Customs office will reimburse the King County Sheriff's Office for any overtime expenses incurred for investigations directly related to work performed up to a $13,000.00 maximum per fiscal year per officer assigned.

The ramifications of the King County Sheriff's Office declining the invitation to participate in this joint task force are many.  The Sheriff’s Office primary narcotics investigative mission is to reduce and/or eliminate neighborhood drug houses and street level drug dealing.  The secondary mission is to partner with local and federal law enforcement agencies (through joint task force membership) to interdict and prosecute mid to high-level illegal drug trafficking organizations.  Currently the Sheriff’s Office has detectives on two local and one federal task force.  To successfully fulfill the Sheriff’s Office secondary mission, membership in this task force is essential.  In order for these task forces to be successful, they need a broad range of intelligence gathering and investigative resources.  The Sheriff’s Department is the largest in the state and is consistently identified as a leader in developing mid to high-level information on drug dealing and illegal criminal enterprises facilitating drug and money laundering activity.  This information would quite often not be acted on without our participation in task forces set up to work mid to large-scale drug organizations.  

Acting as a team player amongst the local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies is essential. We must continue to build relationships within the law enforcement community and reap the benefits of other agency resources, knowledge and intelligence.  

Sharing of our resources and information through task force participation provides a net gain to the residents of King County.  Without adding FTE’s, overhead, office, equipment costs, etc., the citizens of King County benefit by have a 14 member task force work investigations that might otherwise be ignored or lack priority.  

By participating in this currency/narcotics task force, we will be provided the opportunity to share in the resources forfeited or confiscated from these upper level drug organizations, which have the potential to be promising.  The enclosed ordinance and agreement, if approved, will allow the Sheriff's Office to participate in this valuable task force.

Should you have any questions concerning this ordinance, please contact Fabienne Brooks, Criminal Investigations Division Chief, at (206) 296-7549.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director





  Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee





  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)


Debora Gay, Deputy Director, OMB


The Honorable David G. Reichert, King County Sheriff


Patty Shelledy, Legal Advisor, King County Sheriff's Office


Fabienne Brooks, Criminal Investigations Division Chief

