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Revised Staff Report:  The Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee recommended a substitute ordinance which eliminates reference to Sunset Park, and authorizes an interlocal agreement that provides for the transfer of only Des Moines Creek Park to the City of Sea Tac; a revised interlocal agreement which addresses only Des Moines Creek Park, is attached.

SUBJECT:  
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0568 authorizes the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement between King County and the City of Sea Tac

BACKGROUND:

In response to the continuing county general fund budget crisis, and consistent with the recommendations of the Metropolitan Parks Task Force and the direction of the 2002 Parks Omnibus legislation (Ordinance 14509), King County has worked to transfer, mothball or enter into operating agreements for those park and recreation facilities located inside cities, as well as those in urban growth areas..  The Executive has indicated that recommendations for additional parks transfers are pending; these transfers are important to the continuing strategy to maximize the availability of park facilities and services to the public, while addressing critical funding shortfalls.  

Des Moines Creek Park was the subject of a 2002 ordinance authorizing an interlocal agreement which would have provided for its transfer to the City of Sea Tac, coupled with the transfer of Sunset Park.  Complications in that transfer developed late in the process, and while public notice was given and the public hearing was held, the Council did not act to approve the ordinance. 

The City and the Executive have recently reached agreement to decouple the two parks, and act on the transfer of Des Moines Creek Park, leaving Sunset Park in the ownership of the County.  A revised interlocal transfer agreement has been prepared to accomplish that transfer.

Des Moines Creek Park is a 52-acre park located at 20th Ave S and S 208th St, partially within the City of Sea Tac.  It features open space recreational opportunities, and was acquired between 1970-72.  The portion being transferred is that portion inside the City of Sea Tac.

In order to accomplish this revision, Proposed Ordinance 2002-0568 will need to be amended to eliminate reference to Sunset Park; and to incorporate the revised interlocal land transfer agreement.
Key Elements of Revised Interlocal Land Transfer Agreement

Among the key elements of the agreement are the following:

· Within 30 days of the execution of the agreement, the county will convey to the City, all its ownership or leasehold interest in that portion of Des Moines Creek Park which is within city limits;

· The City covenants that the property will continue to be used for park and recreation purposes, or other equivalent facilities will be conveyed to the county in exchange;

· The City covenants that it will not limit access to and use of the property by non-city residents, in any way that doesn’t also apply to city residents; if differential fees for non-city residents are imposed, they will be reasonably related to the cost borne by city taxpayers to maintain, improve or operate the property;

· The property is to be accepted AS IS;

· Any claim that arises from hazardous materials deposited on the property during County ownership is not waived;

· Records of each party to the agreement are subject to review by the other party through December 31, 2009;

· Each party indemnifies and holds the other harmless; provision is made for the responsible party addressing remediation costs associated with any hazardous materials found on the property.  Standard provision for audit and inspections, waiver, duration, scope of agreement, and notice are included.  

SUMMARY:  

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0568 authorizes the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement relating to the transfer of Sunset and Des Moines Creek Parks; the transfer will occur within 30 days of the execution of the interlocal agreement.

Proposed Striking Amendment:  The proposed striking amendment eliminates references throughout to Sunset Park; it additionally attaches the Revised Interlocal Agreement relating to the transfer of Des Moines Creek Park.

