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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0165 would call for moratoriums on rent and mortgage payments during the pandemic.

SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0165 calls on Governor Inslee, federal legislators and the Trump administration to impose an immediate moratorium on rent and mortgage payments.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2020-0165 would call on Governor Inslee, federal legislators and the Trump administration to impose an immediate moratorium on rent and mortgage payments.

BACKGROUND 

On March 18, 2020, Governor Inslee issued emergency proclamation 20-19, which prohibits eviction based on a tenant's nonpayment of rent through at least April 17, 2020. On April 16, 2020, Governor Inslee extended the moratorium through June 4, 2020 and added additional tenant protections.[footnoteRef:1]  However, rent payments during this time are still due to the landlord and unlawful detainer actions may be initiated after the emergency proclamation expires, if rent payments are not up to date. Similarly, mortgage payments continue to be due on their regular schedule.  One additional tenant protection in Governor Inslee's extension of emergency proclamation 20-19 is the prohibition that landlords treat unpaid rent and charges as an enforceable debt, unless the landlord demonstrates to a court that the resident was offered, and refused or failed to comply with, a reasonable repayment plan that was reasonable based on the individual financial, health, and other circumstances of that resident. [1:  https://www.governor.wa.gov/office-governor/official-actions/proclamations] 


To date, the federal government has not imposed a rent relief program, though Freddie Mac has issued mortgage forbearance guidance for single-family homeowner[footnoteRef:2]. That guidance remains subject to individual banks to decide if and how to implement. [2:  http://www.freddiemac.com/about/covid-19.html] 


On March 30, 2020, the City of Seattle Council passed Resolution 31940[footnoteRef:3], calling on Governor Inslee to impose a local moratorium on rent and mortgage payments, urging Governor Inslee to call on federal legislators and the Trump administration to impose a moratorium on rent and mortgage payments, and calling directly on federal legislators and the Trump administration to impose a national moratorium on rent and mortgage payments during the COVID-19 crisis. [3:  http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4408123&GUID=277DAD89-CED5-43B9-8480-62EEED2C8907&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=&FullText=1] 


ANALYSIS

The Proposed Motion would call on Governor Inslee, federal legislators and the Trump administration to impose a moratorium on rent and mortgage payments throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, so that renters and mortgage holders will not accumulate housing debt throughout the pandemic.  Under Governor Inslee's current moratorium on evictions, rental payments still accumulate month-to-month if the tenant is unable to pay.
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