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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT AS REPORTED OUT OF THE UTILITIES COMMITTEE
	Agenda Item:
	
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2001-0387.2
	Date:
	April 1, 2002


SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE approving a franchise for the Tacoma Public Utilities to construct, operate and maintain a water transmission pipeline in council districts 7, 9 and 13 authorizing the executive to execute the franchise agreement.
SUMMARY:  All utilities operating in the county’s right-of-way are required to hold valid franchises as a prerequisite to approval of permits for facility placement and construction work.  Franchise agreements must be consistent with the county’s comprehensive plan and with the comprehensive plans of the utilities seeking the franchise agreement.

Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2001-0387 would grant a franchise to the City of Tacoma Department of Public Utilities Water Division (referred to as Tacoma Water) to construct, operate and maintain its Second Supply Pipeline (Pipeline No. 5).  Pipeline No. 5 would serve as a major water transmission line for several water utilities operating within the South King County Critical Water Supply Plan boundary, including the City of Kent and the Covington Water District.
The council has reviewed this pipeline on a number of previous occasions.  In 1989, the council conditionally approved the Tacoma water system plan, provided that the utility district develop a comprehensive mitigation plan for Pipeline No. 5 to be approved by the council prior to the issuance of county permits and approvals for the project.  

In 1993, the council reviewed and approved Tacoma’s comprehensive mitigation plan by Ordinance No. 10776.  Ordinance No. 10776 specifically stated that terms and conditions of the comprehensive mitigation plan “shall apply to each shoreline permit, grading permit, right-of-way construction permit and franchise issued by King County in association with Pipeline No. 5 or the 1987 Tacoma Water System Plan.”

At the Utilities Committee meeting on March 26th, the Committee amended the proposed ordinance and reported out the proposed substitute.  The substitute makes technical changes in the proposed ordinance and would approve a revised franchise agreement.  The revised franchise agreement is the result of discussions between council staff, executive staff and the City of Tacoma.  It contains several revisions, including provisions:

·   Correcting the name for the franchisee to “City of Tacoma Department of Public Utilities Water Division (dba Tacoma Water)”; 
·   Correcting the number of the council districts in which the franchise area is located;
·   Incorporating the terms and conditions of the Comprehensive Mitigation Plan for the City of Tacoma’s Second Supply Pipeline (Pipeline No. 5) into the franchise;

·   Removing language authorizing exercise of eminent domain over city property; and 

·   Allowing the city to use the franchise area for communication lines and equipment required for the operation and maintenance of the pipeline.

The revised franchise agreement contains the remaining general terms and conditions of county franchises.
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