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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	7
	Name:
	Olivia Brey

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0341
	Date:
	January 27, 2026



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2025-0341 would confirm the appointment of Karen Hartfield to the King County Board of Health to serve as the alternate seat representing public health, health care facilities, and providers for a three-year term.

BACKGROUND

King County Board of Health. The King County Board of Health (KCBOH) sets county-wide public health policy, enacts local public health regulations, and carries out duties specified in RCW 70.05.060 including enforcing state public health statutes, preventing and controlling the spread of infectious disease, abating nuisances, and establishing fees for licenses, permits and other services. The KCBOH Code includes but is not limited to, requirements pertaining to food service, pesticides, the handling of solid waste and hazardous materials, on-site sewage, tobacco products, and swimming pools. The 2011 interlocal agreement[footnoteRef:1] between King County and City of Seattle regarding Public Health—Seattle & King County (PHSKC) reinforces that the Board provides policy influence over PHSKC pursuant to RCW 70.05.060 and supervises matters pertaining to the preservation of the life and health of the people within its jurisdiction. [1:  King County – File #: 2011-0228 ] 


In 2025, the KCBOH was restructured in accordance with state law through Ordinance 20019[footnoteRef:2] and BOH25-03.[footnoteRef:3] The Board consists of King County Councilmembers, City of Seattle Councilmembers, elected members selected by the Sound Cities Association, representatives from the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, and the Seattle Indian Health Board, and nonelected members. The nonelected members represent the following three categories, as defined by state law: public health, health care facilities, and providers; consumers of public health; and other community stakeholders.[footnoteRef:4] The structure of the 20-member Board is shown in Table 1.  [2:  King County – File #: 2025-0284 ]  [3:  BOH25-03 ]  [4:  RCW 70.05.035(1)(a) ] 


Table 1. Membership of the Board of Health
	
	Elected Members
	
	Nonelected Members

	Primary Members
	(1) King County
	
	Snoqualmie Indian Tribe

	
	(2) King County
	
	Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

	
	(3) King County
	
	Seattle Indian Health Board (SIHB)

	
	(4) King County
	
	(1) Nonelected category in RCW 70.05.035(1)(a) 

	
	(1) City of Seattle
	
	(2) Nonelected category in RCW 70.05.035(1)(a)

	
	(2) City of Seattle
	
	(3) Nonelected category in RCW 70.05.035(1)(a)

	
	(3) City of Seattle
	
	(4) Nonelected category in RCW 70.05.035(1)(a)

	
	(1) Sound Cities Association (SCA)
	
	(5) Nonelected category in RCW 70.05.035(1)(a)

	
	(2) SCA
	
	(6) Nonelected category in RCW 70.05.035(1)(a)

	
	(3) SCA
	
	(7) Nonelected category in RCW 70.05.035(1)(a)

	Alternate Members
	King County alternate
	
	Nonelected alternate - public health, health care facilities, and providers

	
	City of Seattle alternate
	
	Nonelected alternate - public health consumers

	
	SCA alternate
	
	Nonelected alternate - community stakeholders

	
	SCA alternate
	
	Snoqualmie Indian Tribe alternate

	
	SCA alternate
	
	Muckleshoot Indian Tribe alternate 

	
	
	
	SIHB alternate




KCBOH Vacancies and Recruitment. The term for the Boardmember for the alternate position representing public health, health care facilities, and providers ended in 2025, and the Boardmember chose not to serve an additional term; therefore, the Board recruited for the vacant alternate position.

Public Health staff released applications for the vacant alternate position in June 2025 and closed recruitment in July. Public Health staff distributed notices of the vacancy to those subscribed to the Board of Health email distribution list, as well as posting on the PHSKC Blog[footnoteRef:5] and advertisements in the local newspapers of record. Applications were made available in English and Spanish and other languages upon request.  [5:  Join the King County Board of Health!  – Public Health Insider ] 


A subcommittee consisting of Boardmembers Christopher Archiopoli, Butch de Castro, Lisa Chew, and Mustafa Mohammed volunteered to review applications and interview candidates for the vacant position. The Board received ten applications, four were invited for interviews, and three candidates participated in an interview with subcommittee members of the Board and PHSKC staff in September. Candidate Karen Hartfield was moved forward by resolution at the October 16, 2025, meeting.[footnoteRef:6] Ms. Hartfield's appointment would be for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2028. [6:  BOH Resolution 25-07 ] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Karen Hartfield. Karen Hartfield is a Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Washington School of Public Health and recently retired from a 36-year career with Public Health – Seattle & King County. She has experience planning, implementing, and evaluating a wide range of public health programs, including HIV/STI/HCV, overdose prevention, communicable disease epidemiology, chronic disease prevention, and reproductive health. Ms. Hartfield has also worked with community-based organizations and other community partners.

Ms. Hartfield holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Harvard University and a Master of Public Health degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of county code and state law.

INVITED

· Karen Hartfield, Appointee to the Board of Health
· Joy Carpine-Cazzanti, Board of Health Administrator, Public Health – Seattle & King County

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2025-0341
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