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Metropolitan King County Council

Regional Policy Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item No:
	4
	
	Name:
	Elizabeth Mountsier

	Proposed Ordinance No.:
	2005-0236
	
	Date:
	June 1, 2005

	Attending:
	Theresa Jennings,  Director,  Solid Waste Division
	
	


SUBJECT:  An ordinance amending deadlines for the waste export system plan, the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee, solid waste interlocal forum and the interjurisdictional technical group; and amending Ordinance 14971, Section 2, and K.C.C. 10.25.110 and Ordinance 14971, Section 6.
BACKGROUND:
Ordinance 14971, adopted July, 2004, directs a series of steps to evaluate the regional solid waste system and prepare recommendations for the future of solid waste transfer and disposal in King County, including the transition to waste export (per the policies adopted in the 2001 Comprehen-sive Solid Waste Management Plan).    
This planning work is being done now to allow sufficient time to prepare for the transition to waste export when the Cedar Hills landfill reaches capacity (estimated to be between 2012 and 2015) and is closed.  Moving to waste export may mean operational changes, a reconfiguration and/or addition of facilities and capital improvements to provide an efficient system.
The ordinance also specifies the establishment of a new Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) to advise and provide input to the Executive and Solid Waste Interlocal Forum on all matters relating to solid waste management and in particular to participate and make recommendations on the waste export system plan prior to transmittal of the plan from the King County Executive to the King County Council.   The ordinance also directs the formation of an Interjurisdictional Technical Staff Group (ITSG) to serve in lieu of the MSWMAC until it was established and then continue to assist the MSWMAC in its work. 
As required by the Ordinance 14971, the Solid Waste Division, with the input of the ITSG and MSWMAC is directed to move through a deliberative analysis of the regional solid waste transfer and disposal system as well as evaluation of future transfer, export and disposal options.  Review of the analysis and options is to be accomplished through the Executive’s submittal of a series of “milestone” reports to the Council and Solid Waste Interlocal Forum prior to development and transmittal of a recommended waste export system plan as outlined in Section 6 of the ordinance. 
SECTION 6.  Reporting.

A.  The solid waste division shall submit a waste export system plan to the council and solid waste interlocal forum or its successor by December 15, 2005.  The division shall also regularly report back to the council and solid waste interlocal forum, or its successor, throughout the system plan development process.


B.  Major milestones for reports to be submitted by the solid waste division to the council and solid waste interlocal forum, or its successor, for review and council approval by motion shall include, but are not limited to:

1. Transfer system level of service standards and criteria;

2. Analysis of system needs and capacity;

3. Analysis of options for public and private ownership and operation;

4. Preliminary transfer and waste export facility recommendations, and estimated system costs, rate impacts and financial policy assumptions.


C.  The council shall, if approving submitted solid waste division reports for major milestones, make the approval by motion.  Each motion shall also include a timeline for submittal of future milestone reports still pending.  The first milestone report pertaining to level of service standards and criteria for future system needs shall be submitted to the council and solid waste interlocal forum on or before October 15, 2004.


D.  In accordance with K.C.C. 10.24.020.A, the solid waste division shall begin updating the adopted 2001 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan by December 1, 2005, with completion of the update process anticipated by December 2007.  The waste export system plan shall be used as the basis for formulating recommendations for solid waste transfer and disposal for the update of the 2001 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2005-0236 makes administrative changes to Ordinance 14971 by amending the deadline for transmittal of the Executive’s proposed Waste Export System Plan and extending other related reporting deadlines for the Interjurisdictional Technical Staff Group and the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum.  
The change in due dates was requested/recommended by the Interjurisdictional Technical Work Group (ITSG), with the concurrence of both the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) and the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) to provide adequate time for preparation, review and comment on the related reports.   The Regional Policy Committee had a brief discussion of the same recommendation at its April, 2005 meeting with members preliminarily concurring with the date change.
The legislation changes the completion dates for the following reports to April 30, 2006 (vs. December 31, 2005): 
1.
The Waste Export System Plan,

2.
The ITSG’s report on its findings and recommendations on a variety of Interlocal Agreement issues,

3.
The Solid Waste Interlocal Forum’s recommendation on the continuation of the ITSG, and

4.
The date through which the ITSG shall advise MSWMAC
ATTACHMENTS:
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0236
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