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Metropolitan King County Council
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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Kent Water System Plan Final September 2019.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0007 would approve the City of Kent Water System Plan Final September 2019 (Plan), meeting the requirement for water systems under the requirements of state law and administrative code.

BACKGROUND 

The City of Kent Water System is a Group A water system. Service area includes the areas within the City’s corporate limits, as well as small areas of Auburn, Tukwila, and unincorporated King County. The service area is bounded by Interstate 5 to the west, SE 304th Street to the south, S. 180th Street to the north, and 128th Ave SE to the east.  The system currently services a population of approximately 69,465 residents and 65,356 employees.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan;
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans;
· reflects current supply and demand;
· forecasts future supply and demand; 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage; and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF KENT WATER SYSTEM PLAN FINAL OCTOBER 2019

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in October 2019 (see Attachment 4 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC recommended Plan approval. 

Service Area: The system’s retail service area covers approximately 24 square miles primarily within Kent’s corporate boundaries, as well as small areas of Auburn, Tukwila, and unincorporated King County.  It is considered unlikely that the service area will change in the future. 

Supply: The primary water sources include Clark Springs, Kent Springs, and East Hill Wells, each owned by the City. The City also partners with the City of Tacoma and others to obtain surface water from the Green River.  The City’s supply sources have the ability to produce approximately 17.7 million gallons of water per day (mgd).  The City has 13 interties with seven different neighboring utilities.  

Growth: Average day water demand is approximately 7.06 mgd. The system has an average equivalent residential units (eru) of 171 gallons per day (gpd).  Projected average day demand is expected to grow from 12,000 gallons per minute (gpm) in 2018, to almost 13,000 gpm in 2038. The UTRC determined that the Plan demonstrates that sufficient water supply for growth is available. 

System Improvements: The Plan contains a detailed Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) through 2038.  A proposed implementation schedule for the improvements includes projects to improve or replace water mains, pump station facilities, treatment facilities, wells, and other systems. Improvements for the first 5 years of the capital improvement program are estimated at $36,346,000; improvements in the following five years are estimated at about $30,000,000.  It is anticipated that the improvements will be financed from cash on hand. 
 
SEPA: The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of nonsignificance for the adoption of the Plan on August 16, 2019. There were no appeals.




ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Ordinance 2020-0007 (you can access Attachment A here: Attachment A)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. UTRC Matrix
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