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SUBJECT 

Panel discussion regarding economic development and possible ways to create jobs.
BACKGROUND

The Puget Sound Region, like much of the nation, has been locked in the grip of the Great Recession for nearly two and a half years. Locally, thousands of jobs have been lost, businesses have gone bankrupt, and families have lost their homes. The majority of King County residents have never witnessed an economy as bad as the current one. Economists say that measured on a technical basis, the recession is over. However, while output is growing, this has so far been a “jobless,” fragile recovery, with many families and businesses still struggling. 
With our region facing these challenges, the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee, under the leadership of its chair, will be holding a series of panel discussions on how economic development can be spurred to foster job growth.  The key focus of the panel discussions is to try and find ideas and ways to increase jobs now. The panels will have individuals from a variety of backgrounds in order to gain a broad range of suggestions. 

Traditionally the public sector has played a limited but very important role in economic development by ensuring a quality educational system, offering ongoing job training programs for adults, providing adequate infrastructure and creating an hospitable business climate.  Governments have also entered into private/public partnerships to pursue projects and activities of mutual and community benefit. The goal of the panels then is to identify actions, be they private, public or shared that can be taken in the near term, to create jobs.
This first panel will provide background on the regional economic development strategy, where the local economy has been and where it is projected to go, and on what at least one organization is doing to keep and grow jobs.
PANELISTS

Robert Drewel is the Executive Director of the Puget Sound Regional Council ("PSRC").  In that capacity he serves as the chief operating officer of the forum created by local governments in the central Puget Sound region for making key decisions on regional growth and transportation issues. The PSRC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization and Regional Transportation Planning Organization for King, Kitsap, Pierce and Snohomish counties and cities. The PSRC supports the work of the Central Puget Sound Economic Development District, which is responsible for economic development planning in the region, collaborating with various private and public sector agencies to provide a coordinated economic strategy and an ongoing development program for the region. 

Prior to his role as PSRC's Executive Director, Mr. Drewel served as the Snohomish County Executive for three terms.  In this elected capacity, Mr. Drewel also served as a president and member of PSRC's Executive Board.  He is also a past chairman of Sound Transit.  Mr. Drewel is also a former president and chief executive officer of Everett Community College. 

William Beyers, Ph. D. is a professor of Geography at the University of Washington. His specializations relate to economic development and include: Economic Geography, Regional Analysis, Regional Science, Location Theory, and the Geography of the Pacific Northwest.  In addition to teaching undergraduate and graduate classes for many years, Dr. Beyers is a distinguished and prodigious researcher, and has conducted many important economic impact and economic development studies in Washington State, the U.S. and around the world.  Locally he has completed studies of the economic impact of the Kingdome, Key Arena, Boeing Field, the Nisqually earthquake and the Mt. Rainier, the Cascade and Olympic National Parks.  Dr. Beyers is passionate about protecting the environment and patronizing the arts. He has quantified the economic impacts of both in addition to supporting them through personal actions. 
Jeff Marcell is the President and Chief Executive Officer of enterpriseSeattle, formerly known as the Economic Development Council of Seattle and King County. He is responsible for the day-to-day management of activities and personnel, relating to the organization’s mission of business and job creation, retention, expansion, and recruitment in King County.

Mr. Marcell joined enterpriseSeattle in July of 2004 and since that time he has rebuilt the organization’s client-based economic development program, targeted on five industry clusters: aerospace, Information technology, life science, clean technology and international business. Over the last six years, this new team has helped 45 companies to create or retain close to 4,500 primary jobs in the community. These jobs had the effect of generating or retaining secondary jobs.  Together the number of jobs totals 8,800, with an estimated economic impact over $1.45 billion to the local economy. 

Prior to joining enterpriseSeattle Mr. Marcell he was an economic development consultant with Angelou Economics, the country’s largest economic development consulting firm. They specialize in developing business retention and recruitment initiatives for communities and providing site selection consultation for companies such as Dell, Intel, Oracle, Toyota, and CITGO. Mr. Marcell worked with cities, counties and regions around the country teaching them how to attract industry and build effective economic development organizations.
In 2007 Mr. Marcell was named as one of the Puget Sound Business Journal’s "40 Under 40" and currently serves as a Board Member of the Workforce Development Council of Seattle-King County and the Washington Economic Development Association. Additionally he is a member of the Curriculum Committee of Leadership Tomorrow. Mr. Marcell holds a doctorate of jurisprudence from South Texas College of Law and Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from the University of Illinois at Chicago.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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