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COMMITTEE OF WHOLE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:
7
DATE:
January 28, 2002

PROPOSED NO.:
2002-0047
PREPARED BY:
Michele McFadden

SUBJECT: 
Authorizing the Executive to enter into an agreement with the United States Army Corps of Engineers to implement Phase I of the preconstruction engineering and design portion of the Green/Duwamish River Ecosystem Restoration Project.
BACKGROUND: 

The Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project is a joint federal and local government effort to evaluate, plan and implement comprehensive ecosystem restoration in the Green/Duwamish River watershed. 

In 1997, under the authority of the federal Water Resources Development Act, the USACE and King County, as the local project sponsor, entered into a cooperative agreement to conduct a feasibility analysis of the Green/Duwamish watershed.  The feasibility analysis cost-sharing was 50% federal, 50% local. Through a separate interlocal agreement, local governments in the watershed joined with King County to share the local sponsorship responsibilities.  The Green/Duwamish ERP Feasibility Study was completed in 2000 and identified 45 sites throughout the watershed with high potential for habitat restoration, at a total anticipated cost of $112 million.  The goal is to complete these projects within 10 years.

The ordinance before the Council today would authorize the Executive to enter into an agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to prepare designs and environmental documentation for 20 of the 45 projects identified in the Feasibility Study.  This first design phase, or “PED” for “Preconstruction, Engineering and Design,” is estimated to cost $3 million from 2002 through its completion in 2005. Subsequent PED phases are anticipated for the remaining 25 projects.

In 2001, King County, cities in the Green/Duwamish watershed, and the Corps worked to identify the first group of projects to be taken through the PED phase. The criteria used by the ERP Technical Committee to select the 20 sites (see map attached) to be addressed in Phase I included:

· Local funding availability;

· Simplicity of  permitting;

· Real estate availability;

· Likelihood of significant habitat improvements for threatened species (chinook salmon, bull trout) and high feasibility phase evaluation score;

· Cost saving opportunities;

· Consistency with WRIA 9 Habitat and Limiting Factors Reconnaissance Assessment Report;

· Potential to serve as a demonstration project to help gain public support; 

· Political considerations (e.g., goal of including projects in many of the partnering municipalities, public visibility; public safety issues);

· Geographic location – goal to distribute sites throughout the Green/Duwamish Basin to provide Phase 1 habitat improvements in a variety of ecological settings and landscapes; and

· Potential availability of additional funding sources (e.g., grant opportunities, local funding).

The projects are described in detail in the Draft Project Management Plan for the Green/Duwamish PED Phase I, dated November 15, 2001. The Corps will provide 75% of the estimated $3 million cost, with the 25% local share expected to come largely from King Conservation District.  Cities that are not members of KCD will contribute their pro-rata shares from city budgets. .  No other King County contributions are being applied to this project.  Funds for 2003-2005 will be allocated from KCD, other grants, contributions from the local jurisdictions or a combination thereof. 

As design is completed on individual projects they may move to the construction phase (prior to completion of the PED phase in which they are included)  Project construction is subject to execution of additional agreements and identification of appropriate funding from federal and local sources.

AMENDMENT:

A striking amendment has been prepared to:

· Provide a more specific reference to the document the Executive is being authorized to sign.

· Direct the Executive to assure that projects pursued in agricultural areas are consistent with deed restrictions applicable to Farmland Preservation Properties, i.e, do not result in the conversion of more than 5% of any FPP site to non-farming uses without Council approval.

· Add an emergency clause to the ordinance.

There is also a title amendment to add the emergency clause.

PROCEDURAL REMINDER

The COW will need to suspend the rules to advance this item to the full council for action this afternoon.

ATTENDING:

Noel Gilbrough, USACE Project Manager for WRIA9 ERS

Linda Hanson, Project Coordinator for WRIA9 

Joanna Richey, Manager, Strategic Initiatives Section, WLRD

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Amendment #1

2. Title amendment

3. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0047, with Attachments including Design Agreement with Corps
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