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King County




Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	4 thru 8
	Name:
	Rick Bautista

	Proposed Nos.:
	2011-0432 

2011-0434 

2011-0442 

2011-0446 

2011-0447 
	Date:
	December 7, 2011


SUBJECT:  Motions confirming the executive's appointments to the King County Agriculture Commission.

BACKGROUND
Created in 1994, the Agriculture Commission is a forum for farmers to provide input on land use decisions and policies and regulations affecting commercial agriculture.  The Commission’s goal is to “preserve and enhance agricultural land, promote a viable agricultural community and educate the public about the benefits of local agricultural products.”  

The Commission consists of 15 volunteer members of which eight must be producers engaged in the business of producing an agricultural commodity for market in commercial quantities.  All members serve three-year terms. 

King County Code 2.40.040 outlines the duties of the Agriculture Commission.  The Commission advises the Council and Executive on land use polices pertaining to agricultural land as well as develops programs that promote the commercial viability of farming.
Highlights of the Commission’s activities include:

· Farm Link - A joint program of the Agriculture Commission and the Snohomish County Agricultural Advisory Board to link existing farmers with new farmers interested in preserving and operating a farm.  The program provides access to information and new opportunities, such as available land, equipment or training. 

· Puget Sound Fresh - A marketing program begun in 1998 by the Agriculture Commission to encourage consumers, wholesalers, retailers and restaurants to purchase farm products grown in the 12-county Puget Sound region.  Local products are identified with the Puget Sound Fresh label.  The program’s goal is to help make local farming economically viable by developing markets for these products in urban areas.  Hundreds of farmers participate in the program. 

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

2011-0432:  Nicole Capizzi operates Amaranth Urban Farm within the city of Seattle.    Her prior agriculture-related experience includes being an educator, farm manager or program director for (1) University of Wisconsin Extension - Milwaukee County, (2) Prairie Crossing Learning Farm – Illinois and (3) Growing Power – Milwaukee, WI.  She also has a Certificate in Ecological Horticulture from the University of California, Santa Cruz (2003).  Her activities and affiliations related to the work of the Commission include memberships or involvement with the Urban Ecology and Angelic Organics Learning centers in Graylake, IL.  Locally, her involvement has included the Cascade Harvest Coalition and various land conservancy organizations.
Ms. Capizzi lives in Seattle in Council District 2 and would serve a term expiring February 28, 2014.  

2011-0434:  Siri Erickson-Brown, along with her husband, owns and operates a six acre direct market vegetable farm near Carnation.  Their produce is sold (1) through a 100-member Community Supported Agriculture program, (2) at three Seattle neighborhood farmers markets, (3) wholesale to Madison Market's Central Co-op and (4) to many restaurants.  Her activities and affiliations related to the work of the Commission include memberships or involvement with the Sno-Valley Tilth (current Vice-President) and King County Agricultural Ditch Assistance Program (Streamlining Committee).

Ms. Erickson-Brown lives in Seattle in Council District 4 and would serve a partial term expiring February 28, 2013.  

2011-0442:  Matt Tregoning has owned and operated the Sol to Seed Farm in the Snoqualmie Valley since 1998.  Prior to that, he had worked in various farms in the Valley.   His activities and affiliations related to the work of the Commission include memberships or involvement with the Sno-Valley Tilth (Executive Committee).

Mr. Tregoning lives in Carnation in Council District 3 and would serve a partial term expiring February 28, 2013.  

2011-0446:  Eldon Murray owns and operates the EM Cattle Company in Auburn.  His activities related to the work of the Commission include involvement with the King County Agricultural Ditch Assistance Program.

Mr. Murray lives in Auburn in Council District 9 and would serve a term expiring February 28, 2014.  

2011-0447:  Ward Roney has operates a farm in the Snoqualmie Valley producing a number of dairy and beef products, as well as, a variety of produce and herbs.   His activities and affiliations related to the work of the Commission include memberships or involvement with the Agriculture Commission and the King Conservation District.

Mr. Roney lives in Duvall in Council District 3 and would serve a partial term expiring February 28, 2012.  

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Motion 2011-0432 with attachments (attachments available upon request) 
2. Proposed Motion 2011-0434 with attachments (attachments available upon request)
3. Proposed Motion 2011-0442 with attachments (attachments available upon request)
4. Proposed Motion 2011-0446 with attachments (attachments available upon request)
5. Proposed Motion 2011-0447 with attachments (attachments available upon request) 
Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only.
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