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Metropolitan King County Council

Committee of the Whole
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Megan Smith

	Proposed No.:
	2003-0440
	Date:
	October 20, 2003


SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE approving a franchise for the City of Snoqualmie to construct, operate and maintain a sewer system in council district 3 and authorizing the executive to execute the franchise agreement. 
SUMMARY:  A franchise is a set of long-term conditions for operation and maintenance of utility facilities (like water and sewer lines, and telephone and cable wires) within county rights-of-way. Public and private utilities are required to have a valid franchise for use of county rights-of-way before securing permits for facility placement and construction. Franchise agreements need to be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan, the most recent utility comprehensive plan, and King County Road Standards. The City of Snoqualmie is applying for a franchise for construction, operation, and maintenance within the unincorporated portions of the South Snoqualmie and Rattlesnake Ridge Sewer Planning Areas.  
Consistency with Most Recent Sewer Comprehensive Plan and King County Comprehensive Plan
A comprehensive sewer plan for the City of Snoqualmie was approved by the King County Council on August 25, 2003. The sewer plan included an extension of sewer service to the proposed Snoqualmie Tribal Casino and surrounding residential area in the South Snoqualmie Planning Area, and maintenance and operation of an existing sewer line in the Rattlesnake Ridge Planning Area. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0440 would approve a franchise agreement for construction, operation, and maintenance of sewer facilities within these areas.  
The proposed Snoqualmie Tribal Casino is located within the City of Snoqualmie’s Urban Growth Area (UGA), and the extension of sewer service to this area is consistent with both King County Comprehensive Plan policies and the adopted comprehensive sewer plan for the City of Snoqualmie.   
The Rattlesnake Ridge Sewer Planning area is located outside the city’s UGA. The King County Comprehensive Plan (Policy F-242) and King County Code Chapter 13.24.134 limit expansion of sewer facilities in rural areas and natural resource lands except under very specific conditions. The adopted comprehensive sewer plan for City of Snoqualmie notes the presence of an existing sewer line in the Rattlesnake Ridge Sewer Planning Area, and proposes to maintain this line. Consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan, the sewer plan does not propose to expand this sewer line. However, as proposed, the sewer franchise would allow for not only operation and maintenance, but also construction of sewer facilities within this area outside the city’s UGA. This could be interpreted as being inconsistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and King County Code on sewer expansion in rural areas. 

Review by Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC)

The UTRC reviewed and approved the proposed franchise on July 9, 2003. 
AMENDMENT:
For the sake of clarity, the authorizing legislation could be amended to limit authorized activities for the portions of the franchise area outside the city’s UGA to maintenance, operation, repair, and replacement of sewer facilities (i.e., expansion of sewer facilities would not be authorized). This amendment would be consistent with the activities proposed in the comprehensive sewer plan for the City of Snoqualmie, which calls for maintaining an existing sewer line in the Rattlesnake Ridge Sewer Planning Area. Please see Attachment 2 for the amendment language. This language has been reviewed by Department of Executive Services.  

INVITED:
Bernard Thompson, Franchise Supervisor, King County Department of Executive Services
Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

Kirk Holmes, Public Works Director, City of Snoqualmie

Pat Anderson, Attorney, City of Snoqualmie
ATTACHMENTS
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2003-0440 with attachments:

A. Franchise Agreement
B. Letter of Application

C. Franchise Area Map

2.  Amendment 1 to Proposed Ordinance 2003-0440

3. Executive’s transmittal letter dated September 22, 2003
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