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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0218 would approve the City of Redmond’s 2009 General Sewer Plan (“Plan”). 
SUMMARY

Council approval of wastewater utility comprehensive plans is required by County code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0218 furthers the Council’s Environmental Sustainability Priority by providing support for water quality through effective management of wastewater.  
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all wastewater system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans;

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan;

· reflects current supply and demand;

· forecasts future supply and demand; 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage;

· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF REDMOND 2009 GENERAL SEWER PLAN 
The UTRC reviewed the Plan in November of 2009, and after a series of questions were responded to, found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area - The service area described in the Plan corresponds primarily with the boundaries of the City of Redmond, and is bounded on the west by the City of Kirkland and the Northshore Utility District, on the south by the City of Bellevue and the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District, and on the north and east by unincorporated King County. A small area on the west side of the City, west of Willows Road and east of 132nd NE, is not included within the service area. The service area also includes the Novelty Hill area, to the east of Redmond.        

Facilities - Redmond’s sewer system consists of a network of mains, trunks, force mains, and pump stations that transport the collected sewage to King County Wastewater Treatment Division interceptors.  Most of Redmond’s sewage is ultimately transported to the County’s West Point Treatment Plant, except that sewage collected from the Overlake area flows to Bellevue and to the Wastewater Treatment Division’s Renton Treatment Plant.  Most of Redmond’s wastewater flows will be conveyed to the Brightwater Treatment Plant when it becomes operational.  The system contains 214 miles of sewer mains, ranging in diameter from eight to 36 inches.  There are over 3600 manholes in the service area, and 23 pump stations.

Growth – The Plan reports a service area population of 53,151 persons within the City service area, with 23,089 households (2008 figures), and an additional 7,903 persons and 3436 households in the Novelty Hill area (2005 figures).  Growth is expected in the City service area, by 33 percent within the 20-year planning period.  The Novelty Hill service area population is also projected to grow by 30 percent within the 20-year planning period.  There are 96 developer projects or sewer system extensions identified by the Plan, primarily associated with new developments anticipated by the City.  A provided wastewater system map shows the location of piping under construction, and proposed piping.  The map shows that much of the proposed piping is concentrated in the NE 124th Street sewer basin, in the north end of the City, and in the NE 100th St sewer basin, on the western margin of the City. 

System Improvements - The principal operational issue in the Plan is inflow and infiltration into the City’s facilities during rain events.  The City and King County are jointly investigating the source and magnitude of those flows within its service area, metering and testing wastewater flows within the City’s system.  The City anticipates working with the County to develop a strategy for reducing those flows as part of the regional program. 


SEPA - On July 31, 2009, the City issued a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  The Plan has been reviewed and approved by the state Department of Ecology.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0218, with the attached City of Redmond General Sewer Plan, November 2009
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