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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to traffic safety.
SUMMARY

This proposed ordinance clarifies the circumstances under which a driver is exempt from a general prohibition on stopping or parking a motor vehicle upon a roadway.  The prohibition would not apply to:

· A disabled vehicle that cannot be moved off the roadway, provided that the driver arranges for the prompt removal of the vehicle, 

· A public transit vehicle stopped to receive or discharge passengers at a marked transit vehicle stop zone approved by the state or county. 

· A transit vehicle for public transportation service providers, including private, nonprofit transportation providers, stopped to receive or discharge passengers at an unmarked stop zone when:

· The vehicle is in a safe and practicable position;

· The vehicles four-way flashing lights are activated; and

· The vehicle is positioned to maintain an unobstructed view and adequate sight distance for other motorists.

· A solid waste collection or recycling vehicle stopped to collect solid waste or recyclables, or both, provided that the vehicle as close as practical to the:

· right edge of the right-hand shoulder of the roadway, or 

· right edge of the roadway if no shoulder exists

· A commercial farm vehicle within an agricultural production district stopped to load or unload agricultural crops, livestock production and farmland products if:

· the vehicle is in a safe and practicable position,

· the vehicle is stopped less than one hour,

· the vehicle is as far from the traveled way as practicable and a minimum 20-foot travelled way remains open for two-way traffic, which includes maintaining a minimum of 12 feet of emergency vehicle clearance at all times, and if the minimum 20 twenty-foot traveled way cannot be maintained, the temporary one-lane, two-way traffic control compliant with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices must be provided.

· the vehicles flashing lights are activated, 

· the vehicle is positioned to maintain an unobstructed view and adequate sight distance for other motorists, and

· the operator assumes liability for all injuries to persons or real or personal property.

BACKGROUND
A strict reading of the current code would lead to the conclusion that vehicles cannot legally stop within a roadway under any circumstance.  However, the King County Roads Division, in consultation with the King County Prosecuting Attorney, has identified circumstances under which stopping in the roadway cannot be avoided or can be appropriate when done using adequate safety measures.

ANALYSIS
This legislation is needed to address limited circumstances under which stopping within a roadway should be allowed. 
AMENDMENTS
Committee staff recommends two minor amendments for committee consideration:

Amendment 1 is a minor technical (reformatting) revision the proposed ordinance on page 3, line 50.  The text "(e)" should be replaced with "5."  

Amendment T1 would amend the title to reflect the fact that the issue of traffic safety is not confined to the agricultural production district but on all roadways.  Therefore, the title should be amended by deleting on page 1, lines 1 and 2, the words "in the agricultural production districts".

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2011-0421

2. Amendments 1 
3. Title Amendment T1
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