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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
AGENDA ITEM:      7
DATE:  September 13, 2005
PROPOSED NO:    2005-0367
PREPARED BY: Arthur Thornbury
SUBJECT:  An ordinance establishing an accessible taxicab advisory committee
SUMMARY:  A citizen committee will be formed to advise the Executive and the Council on matters related to the recently approved Accessible Taxi Demonstration Project. The one-to-two year project will test the demand for, and economic viability of, mini-van taxis able to accommodate wheelchairs but also suitable for use in general taxi service. 
The committee will advise staff from the Transit Division and the Department of Executive Services who will be administering the project and will also prepare a final report. 

BACKGROUND: Motion 12190, approved by the Council on August 29, 2005, authorized the demonstration project which is scheduled to be in full operation by the Spring of 2006. The advisory committee will review and comment upon the performance measures to be established prior to service start-up and, once operational, committee members will be monitoring the demonstration project, recommending changes as needed to ensure that it generates data upon which a long-term decision on accessible taxis can be based.
Membership
· Nine members, knowledgeable on issues of accessible transportation, will be appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council.
· Seven of the members will be chosen prior to service start-up and the remaining two, having experience using the service, will be appointed and confirmed following start-up.
· Up to two of the members may be caregivers or advocates with the balance of the membership comprised of potential accessible taxis customers who use wheelchairs or other mobility aids.
Final Report Provisions
· project evaluation and recommendations on future accessible taxi service

· submitted to the Council and the Executive within 60 days of project completion
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0367
ATTENDING:
Bob Sahm, Supervisor, Accessible Services, Transit Division
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