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Metropolitan King County Council
Health and Human Services Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	
	Name:
	Sam Porter

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0400
	Date:
	February 6, 2024



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion to confirm the appointment of the following individual to the Behavioral Health Advisory Board:
· Mustafa Mohammed, who resides in Council District 5, for the remainder of a three-year term to expire on March 31, 2026[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Proposed Motion 2023-00400] 


BACKGROUND

The King County Behavioral Health Advisory Board (BHAB) is a volunteer board developed in accordance with state law[footnoteRef:2] and King County Code[footnoteRef:3]. State law tasks each Behavioral Health Administrative Services Organization (BHASO) with appointing members to their respective BHAB to review and provide comments on plans and policies, provide local oversight regarding the activities of the BHASO, and work with the BHASO to resolve significant concerns regarding service delivery and outcomes. The King County BHASO manages the state non-Medicaid funded behavioral health system in King County including Crisis and Commitment Services (involuntary hospitalization and the Designated Crisis Responders), prevention services, Federal Block Grant funded mental health and substance use disorder treatment, and the Children's Crisis Outreach Response System.  [2:  RCW 71.24.300]  [3:  KCC 2A.300.050] 


King County Code requires the Board to have between nine and fifteen members who are broadly representative of the community including the geographic locations and demographics of the populations served. Code also requires that at least 51 percent of the membership have lived experience of behavioral health disorders or be parents or legal guardians of individuals identifying as such, with at least one quarter of the Board’s membership be composed of individuals in recovery from substance use disorders. The Board is also required to have representatives from law enforcement, with no more than four elected officials on the board at any time.

2024 Proposed Changes to BHAB.  Proposed ordinance 2024-0013, transmitted in conjunction with the Crisis Care Centers Levy Implementation Plan[footnoteRef:4], would make changes to the structure of the BHAB in accordance with the Crisis Care Centers Levy, Ordinance 19572, empowering the Board to serve as the advisory body for the crisis care centers levy. The proposed ordinance was dually referred to the Regional Policy and Health and Human Services Committees on January 23 and is anticipated to receive discussion and action early this year. [4:  Proposed Ordinance 2024-0011] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Proposed Motion 2023-0400 would confirm the appointment of Mustafa Mohammed who resides in Council district five. According to his application materials, Mr. Mohammed is a Certified Mental Health Professional, licensed Cross-Cultural Counselor, is a medical interpreter for Washington State, and earned a Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBCHB)[footnoteRef:5] in Iraq. His work at Lutheran community Services Northwest as an intake specialist, clinician and clinical supervisor focuses on diverse refugee and asylum clients who are victims of war trauma in their home countries. Mr. Mohammed also serves as the alternate nonelected representative of consumers of public health on the King County Board of Health.  [5:  The equivalent credential in the United States is the Doctor of Medicine degree. ] 


ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment, which appears to be consistent with the requirements of KCC 2A.300.050. 

King County Code requires the Board to have no fewer than nine and no more than 15 members, as determined by the Executive. According to the board profile transmitted with Proposed Motion 2023-0302, there are currently nine members serving on the Board. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2023-0400
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Board Profile, dated October 2023
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