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Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
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	4
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SUBJECT/SUMMARY
The Executive has appointed Anne Watanabe to a three-year term as chair of the King County Board of Ethics, expiring on July 31, 2015. 
BACKGROUND

Pursuant to KCC 3.04.090, the Board of Ethics was created to insure proper implementation of the code of ethics and to investigate and report on conflicts of interest.  Membership consists of five members, each serving a term of three years.  Two members are nominated by the county executive and two by the county council and the fifth member, serving as chairman, is nominated by the four existing members. Board members are appointed by the county executive and confirmed by the county council.  Ms. Watanabe was first appointed to the Board of Ethics in December of 2007. Her peers elected her to be chair of the board, which requires council confirmation.
DISCUSSION
Ms. Watanabe earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Pacific University in Oregon.  She then went to the University of Washington where she earned Master of Urban Planning and Juris Doctor degrees.  Ms. Watanabe has worked as an attorney in private practice, but the majority of her career has been spent working for public agencies as an environmental planner (Department of Ecology), land use planner (City of Kent), legal advisor to city officials on land use and code matters (City of Bellevue), and as a Deputy Hearing Examiner (City of Seattle, 1995 to the present).
Her career demonstrates a commitment to public service and her peers have selected her to be chair of the Board of Ethics. Her appointment was effective August 1, 2012 and if confirmed, she will serve a three-year term expiring July 31, 2015
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2012-0309 (Attachments available upon request)
2. Executive Transmittal Letter  
INVITED
· Anne Watanabe, Appointee as Chair, King County Board of Ethics

· Kelli Williams, Administrator, King County Board of Ethics

· Shelby Miklethun, Administrative Assistant, Ethics Program/Public Records Program/Office of Civil Rights
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