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SUBJECT:  2006 Legislative Session – Outcomes and Accomplishments

SUMMARY:  King County was successful in achieving many of its goals in both human services legislation and budget items during the 2006 session of the Washington State Legislature.  The overview includes a selected set of legislative agenda items (anticipated to be of interest to the Regional Policy Committee) followed by the outcome in bold.
Overview 
The 2006 Legislative agenda included:

       MENTAL HEALTH

A. King County requests $21.9 million in supplemental budget funds to achieve adequate Medicaid rates. 
Medicaid payment rates were increased.  King County and three other Regional Support Networks receive 3.5% increase.  King County will receive approximately $2.7 million new Medicaid funds.
B. King County supports the original allocation methodology for mental health funding stated in the 2005 budget proviso concerning state-only funds.  We request $7.4 million in a supplemental appropriation to fund non-Medicaid services for those in need in King County. 

FY 2007 Non-Medicaid funds are distributed based on population.   In 2007 King County will receive approximately $6 million more non-Medicaid funds over 2006

C. King County requests funding of “liquidated damages” to King County’s RSN, as occurred in Pierce County. 

A 50% refund on all liquidated damages before 7/1/05, about $600,000; and 100% refund for liquidated damages after 7/1/05, about $1.3 million.  

 Additional Mental Health Improvements

         A System Transformation Initiative funds a comprehensive strategy for transforming the delivery of public mental health services.  Funding includes:  opening five wards at Western and Eastern State Hospitals ($29 million this biennium and $31 million next biennium); and $3.2 million this biennium for initial development of new community programs approaches. 

         A pilot program has been approved to provide evidence-based mental health services to children.  State Mental Health Division will issue an RFP, and King County will apply for the funds. 

A contract with National Association of the Mentally Ill (NAMI) of Greater Seattle has been approved to assist people who are recovering from a mental illness to participate in development of a group residence for women.

PUBLIC HEALTH

A. King County supports a revenue source to adequately fund “basic public health” and the consequences of new and emerging terrorism threats and communicable diseases such as SARS, TB, and West Nile Virus.  

A public health funding legislative taskforce began working in 2005 with a report and recommendations due in July 2006.  This issue should be dealt with during the 2007 legislative session. 

B. King County supports emergency funding to prepare for possible pandemic influenza outbreak.

Pandemic flu preparedness and response plans are to be developed and implemented by

local public health jurisdictions statewide in order to limit the number of illnesses and deaths, preserve the continuity of essential government and other community services, and minimize social disruption and economic loss in the event of an influenza pandemic.  $9 million appropriated; $2 million state, balance federal.

      HOUSING

A. 
King County supports legislation to increase the Housing Trust Fund (HTF) by $100 

million.

Affordable Housing - Up to $25 million authorized($21 Million appropriated) for affordable housing and placed in Housing Trust Fund, only specified recipient is $4 million to Homeless Families Services Fund, CTED to implement Homeless Management Information System, counties required to develop capacity for continuous case management for all homeless, CTED required to study waiting list database, CTED required to create affordable housing database, allows dissolution of joint housing authorities.

B. 
King County supports $13 million for the Washington Families Fund.  This fund was created in 2004 with a $2 million appropriation.  The fund has since raised nearly $3 million in private matching funds for case management and other services to homeless families but additional funds are needed to continue this successful program.

Of the $21 million increase in the Housing Trust Fund, $4 million will go to the Washington Families Fund.

       ANNEXATIONS
A. GMA Implementation/Annexation Transition Funding - King County supports the creation of GMA implementation funding for cities to address capital infrastructure improvements.

SB-6686 passed the legislature creating a method to pass a city wide sales tax of .01(Annexation areas over 10, 000 population) or .02 (Annexation areas over 20,000 population) cent sales tax to fund necessary services to support annexation of potential annexation areas.  This sales tax would be allowed as a credit against the current state sales tax, making no actual increase in tax to city residents.  The tax is capped at a level to meet the services needs of the newly proposed area.  The legislation also required the Office of Financial Management (OFM) to develop a NON-STATE Plan to run the Vashon Island to Seattle Ferry as a backup to King or Kitsap County not being able to take over and run the system.

      TRANSPORTATION REVENUE OPTIONS

Entity


Sales Tax Capacity

Metro 

 
1/10 cent 

Sound Transit
 
5/10 cent



RTID

 
1/10 cent

1/10 cent sales tax = $47 million

State rate 
 = 
6.5 cent

County rate   

.3 cent

GOVERNOR’S EARLY CHILDHOOD INITATIVE

The Department of Early Learning (Department) is established as an executive branch agency whose director is appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the Governor subject to confirmation by the Senate. The Department's primary duties are to implement early learning policy, to coordinate, consolidate, and integrate child-care and early learning programs to promote an efficient use of funds, and to collaborate with the K-12 school system to improve transitions from pre-kindergarten environments to kindergarten.  The Director of the Department will provide leadership and actively participate in the creation and governance of a non-governmental public-private partnership focused on supporting government's investments in early learning and promoting school readiness and success.
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