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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	2
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0159
	Date:
	June 25, 2002

	Attending:
	Gary Gill, City of Kent
Bruce Bennett, Chair, King County Utilities Technical Review Committee


SUBJECT:     AN ORDINANCE approving the city of Kent 2000 Comprehensive Sewer Plan.

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0159 (Attachment 1) would approve the 2000 Comprehensive Sewer Plan for the city of Kent.  King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires approval of comprehensive plans and plan updates for sewer service providers as a prerequisite to the granting of right-of-way franchises and approval of right-of-way construction permits.  A municipality must include in its sewer comprehensive plan “information sufficient to demonstrate the ability to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules and regulations.”  
BACKGROUND
In 1977, a wastewater facilities plan was completed which provided planning data and background material and which delineated the ultimate service area for the city of Kent sewer facilities.  This delineation, with some minor exceptions, constitutes the city’s current service area.  The area encompasses most of the incorporated City of Kent and some unincorporated areas of southern King County and a small portion of the City of SeaTac.  The area is bounded in general by Interstate 5 and by Medway and Lakehaven Sewer Districts on the west, Soos Creek Water & Sewer District to the east, Auburn to the south, Renton and Tukwila to the north and SeaTac to the northwest.

A portion of the City of Kent located on the west hill is within the service area boundaries of Midway and Lakehaven Sewer Districts.  Portions on the east hill are within the boundaries of Soos Creek Water and Sewer District.  A vicinity map is attached (Attachment 4).
Based on previous comprehensive planning efforts and the need for sewer service, the city plans to enlarge its service area boundaries within King county and the City of SeaTac.  Even though these locations are outside the city’s current service area, the 1980 sewer comprehensive plan addressed these areas anticipating eventual service by Kent except for expansion area #4 south east.

The city’s current and future wastewater service needs.  The city of Kent has experienced a population increase of 65% between 1980 and 1990.  Residential development and annexations are continuing the upward trend.  Kent’s current population is 79,524.  The ultimate residential population to be served by Kent’s sewer system could be as high was 151,240 people at buildout.
Even though the population in the city has been projected, the city’s comprehensive plan notes that residential population growth in Kent will not accurately predict future demand for sewer service.  There are areas served by the city of Kent that are outside city limits and there are portions of the city that are served by the Midway and Lakehaven sewer systems.  The plan evaluated the future needs for the sewer system by classifying required facilities as either extensions of existing facilities to serve presently unsewered areas or replacement in the city’s service area and improvement of existing facilities to handle future requirements.
The plan includes a map delineating existing sewer lines and locations where additional sewers are needed to complete the system (see Attachment 4).  These facilities provide the basic framework for the provision of sewer service to these areas.  As development occurs, the location of local collection sewers will be determined.  The plan notes that most of the areas for extension of service are along the outer fringes of the natural drainage basins tributary to the Green River Valley and can be served by extending the existing gravity system.

The plan also describes projects the city plans to build.  These projects will upgrade and improve existing facilities to more effectively serve existing areas and to provide additional capacity to serve new services areas.  Overall the city’s existing sewer system is relatively new, in good condition and is property sized.  However, with time, a few line replacements are anticipated and some pump station improvements have been identified.

Wastewater collection and treatment.  The city provides collection services for wastewater.  Transmission and treatment of the city’s wastewater is provided by King County.  The plan states that the sewage collection and interceptor system serving the city of Kent is in general adequately sized and in good condition.  The collection system is fairly complete throughout the service area.  In most cases, only minor extensions are needed to service the remainder of unsewered property.

The city’s capital improvement program.  The comprehensive sewer plan identifies two kinds of improvements needed to meet the growing needs of the city of Kent sewer service area:  (1) extension of existing lines into unsewered areas and (2) improvements to existing facilities.  The comprehensive plan discusses the city’s $5,286,500 capital improvement plan which includes extension, rehabilitation, pump station removal and seismic upgrade projects.  The city’s financial plan includes the use of developer extensions, bond sales, monthly service charges and connection fees to fund the needed improvements.
Consistency with King County Comprehensive Plan.  The King County Comprehensive Plan does not allow the expansion of public sewers in the rural areas or natural resource lands unless they are needed to address a specific healthy and safety problem.  King County Code prohibits public sewer service outside the urban growth area or any rural town designated to receive sewer service except to address specific health or safety concerns and there are no cost effective alternatives to address the public need.
The city’s comprehensive sewer plan delineates the city’s sewer service area, which encompasses most of the incorporated City of Kent and some unincorporated areas of southern King County and a small portion of the City of SeaTac.  All of the service area is within the urban growth boundary, and all planned sewer service will be limited to the urban areas.  
UTRC APPROVAL: The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed and approved the plan without condition on October 10, 2001 (Attachment 5).  

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0159 (without attachment).

2. Executive’s Transmittal letter dated April 2, 2002.
3. Fiscal Note and Regulatory Note.

4. Vicinity Map.
5. Minutes of the Utilities Technology Review Committee held October 10, 2001.
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