King County Code

Chapter 2.68

JUSTICE COURT DISTRICT PLAN

2.68.005 Purpose and intent.

A. The King County council finds that a unified, countywide district court, utilizing existing court facilities as satellites, while at the same time supporting the concept of local filing and handling of cases, would provide for a more equitable and cost-effective system of justice for the citizens of King County. It is the intent of council to establish such a unified district court system.

B. The council has received the districting committee report dated September 28, 1988, which unanimously recommended to the council the concept of a unified single district court. The council finds that the interest and welfare of the public would be best served by a unified single district court. This would provide the best institutional setting for district courts. While recognizing and respecting the constitutional separation of power, the council would encourage the court to continue moving forward, under the administrative authority of a strong presiding judge, to achieve and enhance equity in policies, uniform court rules, forms and administrative procedures, standard personnel classification and procedures, flexibility for judicial assignments in order to balance the workload of the various satellite facilities, and achieve overall cost savings where found appropriate through centralization and consolidation of facilities, personnel and case assignments.

C. While the council recognizes the importance of meeting the needs of all citizens it serves in the region, it also recognizes the need to operate in a cost-effective manner in order to address continuing current expense deficits. The council supports the provision of district court services throughout the county, but also expects that county agencies, including the district court, provides services in the most cost effective way. As a consequence, the council is amending the county district court plan for 2003 to reduce the number of court divisions and provide for greater flexibility in the court’s allocation of resources and facilities.

D. As a result of the 2004-05 planning effort, the councils further reaffirms that it is county policy that to retain for the long term the aspiration to be the court of choice for court of limited jurisdiction in the county, focusing its energy and resources on improving operations and services balancing the needs of citizens, the court, the county and the cities. The council finds that the district court should develop and apply quality service standards and measures for its operations. The council also finds that the county shall:

1. Continue to support problem-solving courts, improving access to problem-solving courts and incorporating problem-solving courts in the district court's planning process;

2. Continue and make explicit the strategy of improving efficiency through unification of governance, administration and planning, centralizing workload where appropriate;

3. Continue to develop and implement technological improvements to support the district court operations in order to increase access to court services and information;

4. Continue to support the district court's function to serve cities through contracts and support flexibility in providing services and facilities for district court customers;

5. Continue to support a unified, countywide district court, using existing facilities, to provide for a more equitable and cost-effective system of justice for the citizens of King County:

a. ensuring court facilities promote system efficiencies, quality services and access to justice;

b. consolidating district court facilities that exist in the same city;

c. reconsidering facilities if there are changes with contracting cities or changes in leases; and

6. Work together with stakeholders to gain cooperation and assistance to meet the needs of the judicial system at the state and local levels. (Ord. 15195 § 2, 2005: Ord. 14374 § 4, 2002: Ord. 8935 § 3,1989. Formerly K.C.C. 2.68.060).

2.68.010 Authority of the presiding judge. The King County district courts shall be administered by a presiding judge elected according to ARLJ5. The powers and duties of the presiding judge shall be those in ARLJ5(b) and shall specifically include the power to temporarily reassign judges from one electoral district to another to ensure the expeditious and efficient handling of all cases and equal distribution of the workload among the several judges. (Ord. 14374 § 1, 2002: Ord. 9282 § 1, 1990).

2.68.070 King County district court - organization.

A. There is created a single district court, whose boundaries are all the area within the boundaries of King County, including the centerline of Puget Sound and all of the current city of Bothell, as a joint district court district established under RCW 3.38.060 and named the district court of the state of Washington in and for the district of King County.

B. The number of judges of the King County district court is twenty-six full-time judges.

C. The 2001 population of King County is one million six hundred eighty-five thousand six hundred.

D. The location of the central office of the King County district court is the King County Courthouse, Seattle, Washington.

E. There are eight court facilities within the unified district located as follows:

1. South division:

a. City of Kent; and

b. City of Burien with additional facilities in the vicinity of Vahson business district;

2. East division:

a. City of Bellevue;

b. City of Issaquah;

c. City of Mercer Island;

d. City of Redmond; and

e. City of Shoreline; and

3. West Division: City of Seattle.

F. The administrative records of the King County district court shall be maintained at the central office or in a location designated by the presiding judge. Court records shall be located at the respective court facilities or in a location designated by the presiding judge.

G. The number and location of district court commissioners shall be as authorized, together with such additional court commissioners as the district court may require. (Ord. 14584 § 1, 2003: Ord. 14374 §10, 2002: Ord. 14374 § 6, 2002: Ord. 10352 § 1, 1992: Ord. 9862 § 1, 1991: Ord. 9386, 1990: Ord. 8935 § 4, 1989).

2.68.075 Electoral Districts - Established - Provisions.

A. District court judges shall be elected to the King County district court from electoral districts defined in Section 2.68.085. The precise number of judges elected from each electoral district shall be determined by the county council on or before May 1, 1990, and on or before May 1, of each fourth year thereafter.

B. All candidates for King County district court must file for and be elected in one of the district court electoral districts created by this chapter. Any candidate for King County district court must be a registered voter and legal resident of the district court electoral district within which he or she files. (Ord. 11041 § 2, 1993: Ord. 9427 § 1, 1990: Ord. 8935 § 5, 1989).

2.68.078 Number of judges elected in each electoral district. The number of judges to be elected in each of the electoral districts within the single King County district court shall be as follows:

A. South 11

B. East 10

C. West 5.

(Ord. 14374 § 11, 2002: Ord. 14374 § 7, 2002: Ord. 10292, 1992: Ord. 9922 § 2, 1991: Ord. 9862 § 2, 1991: Ord. 9427 § 7, 1990).
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