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SUBJECT:  An Ordinance related to the June 24, 2002, Agreement regarding the Design, Construction, Operation and Maintenance of the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel and Related Facilities between and among King County, the city of Seattle and the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority; authorizing removal of the Ninth Avenue transit contraflow lane traffic and street improvement, identified as a primary mitigation project in the agreement, following reopening of the downtown Seattle transit tunnel in September 2007.
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0449 (Attachment 1) would approve the closure of the 9th Avenue transit-only contraflow lane between Olive Way and Stewart Street.  The contraflow lane allows buses to travel north when they exit Convention Place Station (CPS), which served as a bus layover and staging area while the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel (DSTT) was closed.  The contraflow lane is no longer needed now that the DSTT has reopened for bus travel.  Under the terms of the interlocal agreement relating to the Tunnel closure, the County Council, Seattle City Council, and Sound Transit Board must approve modifications to this project.  This proposed ordinance, together with a just-passed City ordinance and a pending Sound Transit Board motion, will approve the contraflow lane closure.
BACKGROUND:
In 2002, King County, the City of Seattle and Sound Transit entered into an agreement for design, construction, operation and maintenance of the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel.  The agreement provided the framework for Tunnel reconstruction to support light rail operation.  This agreement also identified mitigation projects needed to support downtown Seattle transit operations during the tunnel closure period.

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0449 would approve the removal of the Ninth Avenue transit contraflow lane, one of five primary mitigation projects identified in the agreement.  Section 10.9 of the Tunnel Agreement provides that the County Council, City Council, and Sound Transit Board must approve changes to the primary mitigation projects, including the proposal to remove the Ninth Avenue transit contraflow lane.

The Tunnel Agreement provides that improvements funded under this agreement were to remain in place and in effect until at least one year after light rail revenue service had commenced in the tunnel.  After this one-year period and until such time as Sound Transit operates light rail service to Northgate, the City of Seattle could modify or remove these improvements only if such changes did not degrade downtown bus service performance levels.  The City committed to confer with King County and Sound Transit prior to making any such changes. 

The Tunnel Agreement further stipulates that these measures can be removed or modified at any time if the parties agree on the proposed changes.  Changes to improvements that are not primary mitigation measures can be made by agreement of senior management at each agency.

The northbound contraflow lane enabled Metro to continue to stage coaches at the Convention Place Station (CPS) while the tunnel was closed.  Coaches needed a dedicated exit from CPS to Stewart Street.  Bus stops on either side of Ninth Avenue were set up to replace the zone that had to be closed within CPS.

With the Tunnel now open to bus operations, buses do not need to exit CPS northbound onto Ninth Avenue so the northbound contraflow lane is no longer needed.  The fly-over ramp at CPS which allows for an exit onto Terry Avenue or eastbound onto Olive Way is reinstated.  Access into CPS from southbound Ninth Avenue will continue.   Restoration of Ninth Avenue to its pre-tunnel closure condition will also allow for restoration of some on-street parking.  Adjacent businesses support this change. 

No changes are proposed to any of the four remaining primary mitigation projects at this time.

The City of Seattle has approved the contraflow lane closure:  Ordinance 115995 passed the full Council on September 17, 2007.  The Sound Transit Board is expected to approve Motion M2007-101 on September 27, 2007.
Fiscal Note – the fiscal note (Attachment 3) states that closure of the contraflow lane will have no impact on Transit Division revenues or expenditures.  The City will pay the estimated $20,000 cost to restore 9th Avenue to its previous configuration.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0449
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3. Fiscal Note

4. Diagram of Convention Place Station area
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