King County Code 

Sections Related to Fireworks

6.26.020 Definitions. A. "Common fireworks" means any firework designed primarily to produce visible or audible effects by combustion.  Effective immediately the term includes ground and hand-held sparkling devices, including items generically described in Title 212-17 Washington Administrative Code and commonly known as dipped sticks, sparklers, cylindrical fountains, cone fountains, illuminating torches, wheels, ground spinners, and flitter sparklers; smoke devices; helicopters; aerials; spinners; roman candles; mines; shells; and Class C explosives classified on January 1, 1984 as common fireworks by the United States department of transportation; provided, that the term does not include fireworks commonly known as firecrackers, salutes, chasers, skyrockets, and missile-type rockets.

B. "Fire marshal" is the King County fire marshal.

C. "Fireworks" means any composition or device, in a finished state, containing any combustible or explosive substance for the purpose of producing a visible or audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation, and classified as common or special fireworks.

D. "Manufacturer" includes any person who manufactures, makes, constructs, fabricates, or produces any fireworks article or device but does not include persons who assemble or fabricate sets or mechanical pieces in public displays of fireworks.

E. "Permit" means the official permission granted by King County for the purpose of establishing and maintaining a place where fireworks are manufactured, constructed, produced, packaged, stored, sold, exchanged, discharged or used.

F. "Person" includes any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, concern, corporation, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, syndicate, fair or any other group or combination acting as a unit.

G. "Public display of fireworks" means an entertainment feature where the public is admitted or permitted to view the display or discharge of special fireworks.

H. "Retailer" includes any person who, at a fixed location or place of business, sells, transfers, or gives common fireworks to a consumer or user.

I. "Special fireworks" means any fireworks designed primarily for exhibition display by producing visible or audible effects. Effective immediately the term includes:

1. Fireworks generically described in Title 212-17 Washington Administrative Code and commonly known as sky rockets, missile type rockets, firecrackers, salutes and chasers; and

2. Fireworks which are not classified as common fireworks.

J. "Wholesaler" includes any person who sells fireworks to a retailer or any other person for resale and any person who sells special fireworks to public display permittees. (Ord. 10850 § 1, 1993: Ord. 6836 § 2, 1984).

6.26.040 Authority to issue permits and enforce. A. The county council hereby delegates the power to grant all permits required under this chapter to the King County fire marshal. As a condition of any permit, the fire marshal may specify additional safeguards as necessary to provide for the public safety. The fire marshal shall investigate all permit applications to determine potential hazard to property or individuals and shall file a written report if he denies a permit. These reports will be kept in the office of the fire marshal and shall be available for review by the King County board of appeals.

B. The King County fire marshal, or his duly authorized representative, is designated the enforcing officer of this chapter. In addition to all the grounds for revocation of a permit set forth in the general provisions of this chapter, any failure or refusal on the part of any person holding a permit issued hereunder, or any person employed by the permit holder, to obey any rule or regulation or request of the King County fire marshal, or his duly authorized representative, concerning the manufacture, storage, use, sale or display of fireworks, is a violation of this chapter and is grounds for the revocation of the fireworks permit.

C. The King County fire marshal shall have the authority to request the assistance of the King County sheriff in enforcing the provisions of this chapter.

D. Unless otherwise specified in this chapter, the King County council specifically designates the King County board of appeals to hear on its behalf, all appeals from decisions of the fire marshal within seven days of any decision so appealed. The decision of the King County board of appeals will be final unless appealed to a court of competent jurisdiction within fourteen days after a final order is issued. (Ord. 6836 § 4, 1984).

6.26.060 Retail Sales and Discharge of Fireworks. A. Only common fireworks as defined in this chapter are legal for sale to any person a minimum of 16 years of age or to youths in the presence of a parent or guardian.

1. Proof of age and identification shall be one of the following: valid driver's license, or an identification card of a state, federal or foreign government. Forms of identification must have a picture.

B. The sale, possession, use or discharge of any fireworks prior to 12:00 noon on June 28th or after 12:00 midnight on July 4th each year is prohibited except where authorized by the fire marshal or exempted under this chapter.  No common fireworks may be sold except between the following hours and dates: June 28 12:00 noon to 11:00 p.m. June 29 - July 4 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  No common fireworks may be discharged except between the following hours and dates: July 4 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight.  No sales on July 4, 1992 shall occur after 11 p.m.

C. Only fireworks defined as common fireworks in this chapter may be sold at retail stands.

D. A permit for the retail sale of fireworks issued by the fire marshal must be prominently displayed at the sales location.

E. Retail operators applying for a permit from the fire marshal under this chapter shall submit a copy of their State Retailers License authorizing the holder to engage in the fireworks business. Each permit application must be accompanied by a certificate of insurance as described in this chapter.

F. A cash deposit in the amount of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) must be posted with the fire marshal at least 30 days in advance of the initial sales date to provide for costs of site cleanup. The deposit shall be forfeited to King County if the operator fails to perform such cleanup by July 10th of the permit year. If the operator properly performs the cleanup, the deposit shall be returned to the operator.

G. The annual permit fee for the retail sale of common fireworks shall be the maximum authorized by the laws of the State of Washington, payable in advance to the office of the King County fire marshal.

H. Only one permit per year for the retail sale of fireworks shall be issued to any person and that permit shall entitle the permittee to maintain one retail outlet only. (Ord. 11387 § 3, 1994: Ord. 10850 § 3, 1993: Ord. 10431 § 2, 1992: Ord. 6836 § 6, 1984).

6.26.090 Prohibited Acts. In addition to any other acts prohibited by this chapter, the following acts are strictly prohibited:

A. The discharge of any fireworks in King County parks is prohibited unless approved by the manager of the King County division of parks and recreation and the fire marshal.

B. The discharge of fireworks inside or upon a structure is prohibited, unless a permit has been obtained from the fire marshal.

C. The discharge of fireworks in a manner which constitutes a hazard to persons or property is prohibited.

D .The discharging or throwing of ignited fireworks from vehicles or buildings is prohibited.

E .The discharging or throwing of ignited fireworks from watercraft or vessels is prohibited, unless a permit has been obtained from the fire marshal.

F Fireworks shall not be transported in or upon vehicles used for mass transportation such as buses or trains. (Ord. 6836 § 9, 1984).

6.26.110 Penalty for violations. A. Criminal Penalty. Any violation of this chapter constitutes a misdemeanor and all violations are punishable as prescribed by law.

B. Civil Penalty. As an alternative to any criminal penalty provided herein or by law, any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be subject to a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars per violation to be directly assessed by the fire marshal. The fire marshal, in a reasonable manner, may vary the amount of the penalty assessed to consider the appropriateness of the penalty to the size of the business of the violator; the gravity of the violation; the number of past and present violations committed and the good faith of the violator in attempting to achieve compliance after notification of the violation. All civil penalties assessed will be enforced pursuant to K.C.C. Title 23. (Ord. 6836 § 11, 1984).

