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[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT

An ordinance establishing the King County Medal of Distinguished Service program to be awarded annually by King County Council members.

SUMMARY

This ordinance would establish an annual award program to recognize King County residents who contribute to their community through public service.  The award recipients would be chosen by King County Councilmembers, with each member eligible to select one recipient per year. The awards would be presented by the Council in conjunction with the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.  The eligibility requirements are that the recipient be a county resident, not hold an elected office other than Precinct Committee Officer, and not previously have received the award.

BACKGROUND 

King County Renamed in Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The King County Council established the historical basis for renaming King County in honor of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1986 (Motion 6461). King County had previously been named for Nineteenth Century United States Senator and Diplomat Rufus King. On April 19, 2005, Dr. King was officially designated by the State of Washington as the person after whom King County is named (Engrossed Senate Bill 5332). The King County Council established the official symbol of King County to be the likeness of Dr. King on February 27, 2006 (Ordinance 15378).

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0442    

This ordinance would establish a King County Medal of Distinguished Service program that would be awarded annually by the King County Council in conjunction with the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. Each Councilmember would be able to designate one award recipient per year to an individual who made a positive community impact through public service. The names of the award recipients would be due to the Council Clerk by the end of the second week of December. The award recipients would receive medals, which would be given to them by the Councilmember who selected them. The award ceremony would occur at a time designated by the Council Chair in Council Chambers or another appropriate venue.

A person would be eligible to receive the award if that individual: 1) resides in King County, 2) does not hold an elected office other than precinct committee officer, and 3) has not previously received the award. 

ANALYSIS

Policy Basis

The mission statement for King County is to provide “fiscally responsible, quality-driven local and regional services for healthy, safe, and vibrant communities.” Volunteers contribute to the mission of King County government by providing cost-effective services that advance the health, safety, and vibrancy of King County communities. King County has acknowledged the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday as an important time for community service through promoting the United Way of King County MLK Day of Service campaign on its website and in communications.

Fiscal Impact

Implementation of the annual award program would require Council staff time to collect the names of award recipients, coordinate the award ceremony, and order the medals. According to conversations with the Council Clerk and Communications Director, these tasks could be absorbed within the workload of existing staff. Additionally, there would be nominal costs associated with purchasing the medals[footnoteRef:1], which could be paid for with Council funds. [1:  A cost estimate based on an online search of vendor prices ranges from $135 for nine medals to $500 for 30 medals, a three year supply (some vendors have minimum purchase requirements).] 
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1. David Shurtleff, Director of Communications, King County Council




image1.png
kil

King County




